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As I reflect on the last few 
years which I have been 
President, we seem to be 
continuing to discuss some 
of the same things. On farm 
we continue to deal with the 
fall out from the Mycoplasma 
Bovis outbreak and the 
increased biosecurity that 
goes with it. We continue to 
live with the consequences 
of how a positive test in any 
of our prominent herds could 
affect our breed as long as 
the eradication programme is 

in place. For the second year in a row some shows will not be 
running their cattle sections and the 2020 NZ Dairy Event will 
not be held. I fully understand the reluctance of some breeders 
who choose to keep their cattle at home. Some shows will go 
ahead this year with NI Championships at the Stratford Show.

The Dairy Industry Good Animal Data (DIGAD) (National 
Database) which had suffered slow progress is hopefully coming 
to a conclusion in the near future with the next associated issue 
being to cost the developing of programmes. 

Earlier this year a group of breeders attended the International 
Red Dairy Breeds Federation Conference in Australia. These 
conferences are great opportunities to make contact with other 
breeders from various other countries. We have been given the 
opportunity by Viking Genetics for genomic testing of some 
cows. This is a great opportunity to test this technology but I am 
still trying to sort out some logistics involved getting samples 
into Denmark.

David Murphy of Roslyn Ayrshires, Invercargill, 
has been a long time supporter of the NZ 
Milking Shorthorn Assn.

As Patron, David is also an Honorary member 
of the Board.

David is available for member invitations by 
contacting the office.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

NZ MILKING SHORTHORN - PATRON

Ross Soffe - President

We continue to run a very good Breed Development 
programme. This relies on our breeders making bulls 
available. Thanks to those of you who continue to offer 
bulls to RBG and thanks to convenor David Wood and the 
RBG Committee for the work they do and sincere thanks to 
SEMEX for continuing to market our bulls.

We continue to get very good service from the Jersey NZ 
Office. Thanks to Pam Goodin and her office staff at Jersey 
NZ, and thanks Pam for the secretarial work which makes 
the running of our organisation very easy.

Thanks also to our Board members for their continuing 
dedication to our breed and to the future of the Milking 
Shorthorns in NZ.

Ross Soffe | President

David Murphy - Roslyn Ayrshires
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details how the programme 
will operate is currently out 
with the market as part of the 
tender process, and a decision 
about the provider is expected 
in December.  At that point we 
will also have a clearer idea as 
to costs.  In the meantime, the 
NZ Dairy Breeds Federation 
has done significant work 
in preparation on the 
costing splits by breed.  We 
acknowledge the leadership 
taken on DIGAD by the team 
at Holstein-Friesian NZ.

Part of the preparations for accessing DIGAD for our team here 
at Jersey NZ is to remove ourselves from the IT infrastructure 
provided by LIC and set up a new independent infrastructure.  
This will include access to DIGAD, network & server, hardware, 
software licensing, e-mail, internet, telephones and potentially 
even printing.  This should all change quite seamlessly, we will 
keep members advised on any changes that will affect them 
over the coming months.

We acknowledge that there have been issues with the e-mail 
address over the last few months.  We believe that we have 
finally had this issue resolved, and should be receiving all e-mails 
by the time this issue goes to press. Remember that we will 
acknowledge all e-mails, so if you don’t hear from us please 
follow up by phone. We apologise for any issues that this may 
have caused.

I look forward to catching up with members again in late March 
at the Annual Conference to be hosted in Southland/Otago.

Pam Goodin  |  Executive Secretary

FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

MEET THE TEAM IN THE OFFICE

Welcome to the 2019 magazine!  Full of news, activity 
reports and articles provided by NZ Milking Shorthorn 
Association members.

Our youth members have been particularly active, with 
attendance at the Ayrshire Young Breeders Seminar; the All 
Breeds Youth Camp hosted by Holstein Friesian NZ; and a 
group from Southland attending International Dairy Week 
in Australia.  All are reported on by the Milking Shorthorn 
youth who attended.

Also included are reports from our own Annual Conference 
and the International Red Dairy Breeds Federation (IRDBF) 
Conference in Australia.  We celebrate the success on 
the national and international stage of members Johanna 
Wood and Russell Tocker, and share David and Johanna 
Wood’s experiences of farming in southern France.

Our team here at Jersey NZ has undergone an almost 
complete changeover since our last magazine.  We still 
enjoy providing service to Milking Shorthorn members, and 
many of you will already have dealt with Kandin Robinson 
and Robyn Gordon who both joined us early in 2019.  
Kandin is our Promotions & Marketing Coordinator looking 
after all promotions, publications, website and social 
media.  A recent university graduate, Kandin has bought 
a whole new dimension to all of our publications.  Robyn 
has come on board as our Member Services Administrator 
responsible for registrations and TOP.  Coming from a 
pedigree dairy farming background has certainly benefitted 
her ability to pick up this role with ease.  With the 
departure of Stacey Allen last month for personal reasons, 
we have recently welcomed Michelle Calcott to the team as 
Business Administrator responsible for all accounts.  Please 
feel free to contact with myself or the appropriate team 
member with your queries.

Members will be aware following newsletters this year 
that the Breed Society solution for DIGAD (Dairy Industry 
Good Animal Database) is now agreed, and is expected 
to be live on 31 March 2020.  The Statement of Work that 

Pam Goodin

Michelle Calcott Robyn Gordon

Kandin Robinson
GENERAL MANAGER

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR MEMBER SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR

PROMOTIONS & MARKETING

info@nzmilkingshorthorn.nz
07 856 0816

Accounts  |  General 
Administration

TOP & Classifications  |  Clubs
Registrations  |  Competitions
Judges  |  General Administration

Design  |  Publications  |  Website
Social Media

Pam Goodin - General Manager
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MILKING SHORTHORN REGISTRATIONS EXPLAINED

S14 & over, by a registered Milking Shorthorn (Ped or S1S) dam and a 
registered Milking Shorthorn or Board apporved sire.

S1-13 by a registered S1S of S0S dam and by a registered Milking SHorthorn 
or Board apporved sire.

NZ Dairy Red, all other animals with a minimum S1.

Pedigree and S1S animals will be eligible for Production Awards.
S0S (NZ Dairy Red) animals will have separate Production Awards.

CONDITIONS GOVERNING ENTRY IN THE SUPPLEMENTARY SECTION
 » Registrations will be accepted from financial members only.
 » The Board of NZMSA reserves the right to inspect at any time registered animals.
 » Animals in the Milking Shorthorn section of the Herd Book are eligible to be shown in the Combined Red Breed classes at 

A&P Shows where available.
 » All animals must carry two approved forms of identification. Approved ID’s are tattoos, brass tags, AHB tags, NAIT tags or 

EID tags that include the birth identification of the animal.
 » All supplementary Cattle will carry the suffix showing their position in the Grading-Up scheme after their name.
 » A Three Generation Pedigree is required for all overseas Pedigree Milking Shorthorn & Illawarra bulls. Such bulls 

registered as Milking Shorthorn in their country of origin will be registered as Milking Shorthorn in the New Zealand Herd 
Book.

 » A Three Generation Pedigree is required for all other overseas bulls(Swedish Red, Norwegian Red, Danish Red, and 
Aussie Red) whose progeny are being entered. These pedigrees will be considered by the Board of NZMSA. Where such 
bulls are accepted as MIlking Shorthorn, they will be known as ‘approved sires’ and individual progeny will be eligible for 
registration as outlined above.

All registered animals born prior to 2015 are eligible for Production Awards until the 2023/24 production season, after which the 
S1S & over rule will be applied. All animals born 2015 onwards are only eligible for Production Awards from S1S status and over.

 » This is to apply to individual cow awards only, not herd awards.
 » Older animals are still elible to be upgraded to the new registration system.
 » There will be no change to the production listings in the magazine (all cows eligible for top 20 by fat & protein lists and 

top 3 by age group).
 » No changes to Merit and Elite awards.

Pedigree (no suffix)

Supplementary Shorthorn 1 (S1S)

Supplementary Shorthorn 0 (S0S)

DAM

S14 & over / registered PED or S1S dam

S1 - 13 / registered S1S or S0S dam

S1 & over / unregistered dam

REGISTERED / BOARD APPROVED

PED

S1S

S0S

UNREGISTERED / NOT APPROVED

S0S

S0S

S0S

HERD BOOK 
& PRODUCTION REGISTER
The joint Herd Book and Production Register has been issued to 
Senior Members with this magazine.

For all other members, the Herd Book and Production Register is 
available on request at a cost of $10.00 plus GST.
Contact the office today to order.

info@nzmilkingshorthorn.nz
07 856 0816

SIRE SIRE
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APPROVED BULLS 2019
The following bulls have been considered by the Board of the New Zealand Milking 
Shorthorn Association (Inc) and are approved as Milking Shorthorn for the purposes 
of registration of progeny.

The following bulls have been considered by the Board of the New Zealand Milking 
Shorthorn Association (Inc) and are NOT approved as Milking Shorthorn for the 
purposes of registration of progeny.

Please contact the office for any further bulls to be considered by the NZMSA Board.

BULL 
CODE

BULL
NAME

BREED
16TH’S

COUNTRY 
OF ORIGIN

BULL 
MARKETED BY

666426
666708
666751
667075
500578
500596
501585
501586
502623
505513
505514
505515
506560
506559
506618
507584
507585
507586
508541
509582
509583
509584
510599
510617
510618
510620
510638
511565
511566
511577
511666
512558
513549
513593
513594
513679
514567
517733
517734
518558

507594
511667
513636

6153 Ingvasta
Backgard 3082
T-Bruno
Stensjo
Ranes
Stopafors
Botans
Inlag ET
B Jurist ET
Orraryd
Tabor
Sorby
K Lens
O Brolin ET
Juby Valon 1750
Peterslund
Andersta
Lars Larsgard
S Adam 3-2182
A Linne
St Hallebo
G Edbo
Waikato Farm Waikato
R Facet
R David
R Fastrup
Skyhigh Hartland
Faaren
Garvik
Motroen
V Foske
Amdal
Bosgowan Bon Jovi
Engebakken
Vangen
Gunnarstorp
Tangvoll
VR Vagner
VR Hel P
VR Fnseca Filur

Haugseth
Hallom
Nordbo

SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
NWR8 SWR8
NWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
AYR8 SWR8
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
SWR16
AUR10 FRI4 SWR4
SWR16
AYR8 DAR8
AYR8 SWR8
SWR16
NWR16
NWR16
NWR16
SWR16
NWR16
SWR14 SHI2
NWR16
NWR16
AYR8 SWR8
NWR16
DAR16
DAR16
DAR16

NWR16
SWR16
NWR16

Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Norway
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Australia
Denmark
Denmark
Denmark
Great Britain
Norway
Norway
Norway
Sweden
Norway
Australia
Norway
Norway
Sweden
Norway
Denmark
Denmark
Denmark

Norway
Sweden
Norway

LIC
LIC 

Ayrshire NZ 
Ayrshire NZ
Ayrshire NZ
Ayrshire NZ
CRV Ambreed

CRV Ambreed
CRV Ambreed 
CRV Ambreed 
CRV Ambreed
CRV Ambreed
CRV Ambreed 
CRV Ambreed 
CRV Ambreed
CRV Ambreed
CRV Ambreed
CRV Ambreed
Samen (NZ) Ltd
CRV Ambreed
CRV Ambreed
CRV Ambreed
Genetic Enterprises
Samen (NZ) Ltd 
Samen (NZ) Ltd
Samen (NZ) Ltd
CRV Ambreed
Samen (NZ) Ltd
World Wide Sires
Samen (NZ) Ltd
Samen (NZ) Ltd
CRV Ambreed
Samen (NZ) Ltd
Samen (NZ) Ltd
Samen (NZ) Ltd
Samen (NZ) Ltd

Xcell Breeding Svces
CRV Ambreed
Samen (NZ) Ltd
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RED BREED GENETICS - 2019 REPORT

I would like to start this report by thanking Association and RBG 
members for their efforts in sourcing bulls for NZMSA’s RBG 
team for the 2019 year. Without your support and efforts of the 
programme we wouldn’t have bulls to put forward.

Over the last 12 months it has become even clearer that 
bulls with proven A2A2 DNA are the preferred option for our 
markets. In 2019 we had one bull that exhibited A2A2 traits 
(Brecon Pohara – a polled bull sired by Oliver Woods Carbo - P.). 
The other bull is bred back to our proven bull Brecon Egmont 
and Northbrook Duncan (Brecon White Knight – a white bull 
sired by Brecon Egmont).

Unfortunately, the Semex catalogue didn’t note that Brecon 
Pohara was a polled bull and it recorded the sire incorrectly. 
Your RBG Committee advised Semex of these errors when they 
became aware of them. To improve catalogue information, 
members are asked to record a “P” at the end of a calf’s name 
(at the time of registration) if it is polled and/or record if it is as 
a result of an embryo implant by adding “ET” at the end of a 
name. If you are unsure what to do, please contact the office for 
advice.

Overall, semen sales for the 2019 year showed an increase which 
is a good sign. Thank you to all those members who support the 
Association by purchasing RBG young bulls each year. 

As always, because the on-going focus of RBG is sourcing 
potential bulls for the scheme I would like to remind members of 
what to do if you think you have a bull which should be part of 
the RBG Proving Scheme: 

1. Ensure your bull calf is identified on the database

2. Name your bull calf (Remember to add a ‘P’ at the end of 

the name if the bull is polled)

3. Request a 3 GP from the NZMSA office

4. DNA the bull calf for parentage and A2A2

5. Contact myself or speak to your RBG liaison person, who 

will let the committee know

6. Send through, via email, the 3 GP

Furthermore, don’t forget to offer autumn bulls, if you calve at 
this time of the year.

David Wood - RBG Convenor
2019 SPECIFIC MATTERS

1. Early in 2019 a number of members attended the 
IRDBF Conference in Australia, gaining valuable 
networking contacts and viewing cows. 

2. With bequeathing of the Pearson Farm (a member of 
our Association) to NZ Young Farmers, your NZMSA 
Board and RBG Committee thought it was important 
for the Association to show it’s support and the most 
practiced way would be to gift the Trustees Milking 
Shorthorn semen as this would demonstrate our desire 
that Milking Shorthorns remain part of this unit. 

3. The last two years have seen a number of young/new 
people buy milking shorthorns during the year, many 
who have expressed an on-going interest in the breed. 
I encourage you to get alongside these new members 
and give support as you can. If you are not able to 
please let the assigned RBG member nearest you know 
that who they are and ask that they make contact. 
Thanks 

GENERAL

Thanks to those who put their stock up for TOP inspection 
in the last year. Thanks too, the office, for ensuring that 
inspections went smoothly. Remember to advise the office 
ASAP if you have stock for TOP inspection in 2019.

Keep an eye out for the list of overseas bulls which have 
been approved by the NZMSA Board as this will help you 
with registrations. This list can be found in newsletters, be 
requested from the office or found using this website link 
http://www.nzmilkingshorthorn.nz/red-breed-genetics/ 
 
Lastly, remember RBG members have been assigned areas 
to support RBG developments and answer any queries you 
may have. I include these here for you so they are at hand.

Logan  Kelly      Southland
Chris Bailey       Rest of the South Island
Ian Dibble        Taupo north of the North Island
Ross Soffe        Taupo south of the North Island
Russell Tocker     New sires. Worldwide scout
David Wood       Convenor, marketing, updates and   
  trouble shooter

RBG members look forward to hearing from you in the near 
future. 
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WOOD ELECTED ONTO FIFA COUNCIL
New Zealand Football

Johanna Wood of Northbrook Enterprises elected onto FIFA Council 

New Zealand Football Vice-President Mrs. Johanna Wood 
has been elected as a Member of the FIFA Council at 
Oceania Football Confederation Congress held in Auckland 
today.

It is believed that Mrs. Wood is the first New Zealander 
elected Member to the FIFA Council (formerly the FIFA 
Executive Committee) since Charlie Dempsey who served 
on FIFA’s Executive Committee from 1996 to 2000. The 
FIFA Council is the strategic body that sets the vision for 
FIFA and global football.

The Oceania Football Confederation elected acting 
President and Vanuatu Football Federation President 
Lambert Maltock to the role for the next four-year term and 
Mr. Rajesh Patel (Fiji) was also elected as a OFC Member of 
the FIFA Council alongside Mrs. Wood.

Mrs. Wood, who was elected onto the NZ Football 
Executive Committee (ExCo) in May 2018 for a four year 
term, and voted as Vice-President in October, said it was 
a huge honour to be a member of the 37 strong FIFA 
Council.

“It is a huge honour and privilege to be in this company 
and amongst the decision-makers for football on a global 
scale. I am proud to represent New Zealand and Oceania 
Football as a Member on the FIFA Council,” she said.  

Before she was elected onto the NZ Football ExCo Mrs. 
Wood had been a Central Football Board member since 
2006 and was the Chair of the organisation from 2010. Her 
foundations are in grassroots football governance and her 
continual rise has seen her elected to positons of national 
and now international significance.

“When I was first elected onto the NZ Football Executive 
Committee my motivation was twofold; to grow the 
capability and the quality of delivery across our sport and 
recognise and embrace the diversity in the communities in 
which we work in,” she said.

“My goals on the FIFA Council are very much the same. The 
scope for growth in the women’s game is significant and 
embracing diversity in football is a huge challenge. FIFA has the 
mandate to be the game for all people around the world and I 
am looking forward to playing my part in achieving that vision.”

The FIFA Council is the main decision-making body of the 
organisation in the intervals of FIFA Congress. Its members are 
elected by the FIFA Congress.  Following the 2016 Extraordinary 
Congress, FIFA announced that a new set of statutes would 
come into force. These changes have seen the FIFA Executive 
Committee changed, to become the FIFA Council, with a new 
structure, and more power. The FIFA Council is led by FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino.

History made as Wood elected  
NZF President Oceania Football Confederation
New Zealand Football has its first-ever female President after 
Johanna Wood was elected at the organisation’s Annual 
Congress in Auckland.

The appointment sees Wood become the first female 
President to sit on the OFC Executive Committee, and makes 
her one of only several female Presidents among FIFA’s 211 
Member Associations globally.

OFC President Lambert Maltock had nothing but praise for 
Wood, who in March was elected as an OFC Member of the 
FIFA Council – the strategic body which sets the vision for 
FIFA and global football at the Confederation’s Congress.

“First and foremost, congratulations to Johanna on her 
appointment as President of New Zealand Football,” Maltock 
said,

“In March OFC placed their support behind Johanna and her 
vision for football, and in particular the women’s game. I am 
incredibly pleased to see that same level of support coming 
from key stakeholders in New Zealand too.

“Johanna has proven herself with her strong foundations in 
governance, but also in the passion she has for the game.

“On behalf of the OFC Executive Committee, I know I am not 
alone in saying that we look forward to continuing to work 
closely with Johanna and New Zealand Football.”

Wood was elected onto the New Zealand Football ExCo in 
May of 2018 for a four-year term and was named as acting 
Vice-President last October.

“It’s an honour to be given a role of such responsibility and 
I am looking forward to making a positive contribution to 
a sport that means so much to so many New Zealanders,” 
Wood said.

“We have gone through and are continuing to go through a 
period of transition. Both ExCo and the Senior Management 
Team, along with our membership, are committed to 
delivering on the recommendations of the Independent 
Review. We remain committed to our vision of incredible 
performances both on and off the field.”
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KANGAWARRA
by Geoff Cochrane

est.1969Kangawarra was established in 
1969 soon after I left school. The name comes from KANGAroo 
Valley where we were farming at the time and IllaWARRA our 
chosen breed. 

Although my father, Reg never registered or showed cattle 
he took great pride in his herd of purebred Illawarras and he 
always went to the shows to watch the judging. When I left 
school in late 1967 Myrtle 5 was a young cow with amazing 
dairy refinement and great strength of constitution.  US judge, 
Keith King saw her and said “we don’t see cows that sharp that 
don’t have both front legs coming out the same hole”. When 
we started herd recording she was our first cow to produce 
over 20,000 lbs (pounds) (8811 litres) in 300 days. I reckon if she 
were here today she would be our highest producer with today’s 
feeding regime.  

My grandfather, Tom did 
register and show under 
the prefix, Oakleigh. He 
won reserve Champion 
cow in Sydney in 1928 
with “Lady Milton of 
Oakleigh”.  His first 
“Gladys” was born in 
1912 and first “Tulip “ 
was born in 1907. Other 
families in the herds 
from our appendixing 
my dad’s cows are “ Passion, Bunny and Myrtle “  A few weeks 
ago at Shepparton Show the winning aged cow, Riversleigh 
Tulip 10 and the Res. Intermediate, Lara Twister Gladys are both 
descendants of my grandfather’s cows born over 100 years 
ago.  Today Cathie and my 3 sons Tim, Dan and Tom along with 
their wives Natalie, Bec and Kyleigh all register Illawarras with 
the prefixes “ Eagle Park , Kangawarra and Wogamia - all on 
separate farms within 10 kms of Nowra. Their children are the 
7th generation Cochranes to be on dairy farms in Australia. At 
Sydney Show two years ago all 3 families exhibited, and only last 
Thursday , 23/10/2014 all 3 exhibited at the Spring Fair in  Berry. 
Next year I plan to take our truck with exhibits from the 3 studs 
to the Illawarra feature show in Adelaide. 

In 1968, my first year home from school I can remember us 
only getting 6 cans (280 litres ) a day in April - about 164 
000 litres for the year. That was in the worst drought I have 
seen. When our boys were small I remember producing 
400000 litres. Some years later I remember hitting 1 000 
000 litres. This last year we produced around 9 000 000 
litres and it will be more this year. I reckon these figures 
more than anything else are testament to my claim that 
our Illawarras have always been very profitable even if they 
haven’t been the highest producers in the country.

Our first show was Kangaroo Valley in 1971. There were 
a lot of exhibitors in those days and many of them also 
exhibited at Sydney. We won Jr. Champion heifer with 
Kangawarra Beauty, a springing heifer very close to calving. 
That win infected me with the incurable disease that makes 
you want to show cattle. Over the 43 years since then 
we have shown Kangawarra cattle at 22 different shows 
including Adelaide, Brisbane and Melbourne and I think we 
won broad ribbons at all 22.  In all those years we never had 
a calf born at a show. There have been many highlights but 
some that come to mind are winning Jr. Champion, Res and 
Hon Men. at the Adelaide Feature Show in 2010. All three 
had won their class and we also got Supreme.  In 2008 
Jewel 2352 whom I consider to be about the best 
show cow I ever had was in top form so I took her to the 
state feature show at Lismore, a trip of over 1 000 kms each 
way. She got Reserve to Panorama Angeline 9 in a very very 
tight contest.

Angeline had the advantage of having the master showman 
Alan Whatman on the halter. Alan was at that very first 
show I went to in KV and he will probably be at the last one 
I go to. Alan and his wife Denise were married on the same 
day that Cathie and I were and this last Sydney Show we 
all had dinner together in the Councillors’ dining room to 
celebrate our 40th anniversary. A few weeks after Lismore I 
took Jewel 2352 to Shepparton Vic. in a car trailer and won 
Champion cow, then back home to win Bellringer at our 
Spring Fair. During all this travelling she was flushed twice 
very successfully. 

Around 2004 I bought a truck load of cows from Robert 
Martin of Dapto when he ceased dairying. Among them 
was Glen Avon Red Chiefs Molly. At 9 years of age she was 
one of the easiest cows I ever broke in to lead and she went 
to the state show at Casino twice, winning Res . Cow once. 
She won the aged cow dry in IDW and had a PI of 150 for 
butterfat. I took her into Nowra sale yards to weigh her one 

afternoon just before 
she calved and she 
went 1020 kgs. She 
was the biggest red 
cow I have ever seen. 

We have had 3 cows 
that were each in 
our show team for 
10 years and all at 

the same time, Jewel 9, Pet 1391 and Clarie 1545.  Jewel 
won Jamberoo, Sydney twice, Kiama and many others. Pet 
won Sydney, Jamberoo twice, Supreme at Kiama and twice 
Reserve at IDW. Clarie won IDW and Sydney twice plus 
many other shows and is still running around today at nearly 
18 years of age with her udder well above her hocks. 

L-R: Tom, Dan & Tim Cochrane - about 1988

Lady Milton of Oakleigh

Kangawarra Pet 1391
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twice and many other championships. Another highlight was 
being asked to give the speech on behalf of the Illawarras at The 
World Shorthorn-Based Conference at IDW in 2008.

In 2009 Tim and Natalie moved up the road to Terara taking half 
the Kangawarra cattle there. We “flipped a coin” to start the 
process of dividing the herd in half. Tom had first pick then Tim 
got the next two. Around 1000 head to divide, then they had to 
be physically divided the day before the move. The automatic 
drafting gate couldn’t cope. Natalie was helping me in the rain 
that afternoon and, then, the next morning she gave birth to 
Dusty and was disappointed not to be able to help me drive 
the cows 10kms up the road.  Then we had to divide the rego 
papers and transfer the NLIS numbers, it was a big job but we 
got there. 

In 2012 we were able the purchase the very tightly held property 
“Wogamia” up the Shoalhaven river. Dan and Bec moved there, 
milking the herd that was on the place. I have carted quite a 

few loads of 
Kangawarra cows 
up there and 
I now judge it 
to be the best 
property in the 
whole district. 

It is now over 7 
and a half years 
since I stopped 
milking and 
over 5 since I 
have any real 

input into the breeding. The future of our breed is in the hands 
of the young people in Illawarras and I am very pleased to 
know my family are part of it. Last Monday night, 10/11/14 
we had the presentation of the NSW Red On Farm Challenge 
run by the Australian Red Breed. Illawarras won every class 
with Kangawarra Pretty 3012 named as Champion Cow. In her 
present form I consider her to be our best show cow ever.  

My lifetime of involvement with the Illawarras has been richly 
rewarding and it’s not only the cattle, it’s the Illawarra people as 
well. After a lifetime of involvement with the breed it has been 
an honour to serve as Federal President since 2012. 

Last week Geoff Potts rang to tell me he had pulled a list of 
cows out of his computer that have done over 50,000 litres 
lifetime current for Lloyd Peters to put in the Year Book. Of the 
95 cows on this list recorded by Dairy Express in NSW, 54 have 
the Kangawarra prefix.

Thinking of longevity, we have had two cows reach 100,000 
litres lifetime, White Gates Kate 9 who came to us as a 
weaned calf and K. Heather 2132  There are two more that 
will reach that milestone on their current lactation: K Venus 
2270 and K. Myrtle 2268 whose dam Myrtle 1275 held the 
Australian Mature Milk Record for quite a few years with 
over 14 000 litres and was by the US bull Momentum whom 
I consider to be the best bull I ever used. Venus 2270 and 
Myrtle 2268 are both by Fynaks who is also by Momentum 
making Myrtle 2268 double Momentum. The current 
mature record holder Llandovery Mario Poppy is by a son 
of Momentum with two lactations over 15 000 litres. 

Over the years I have done some very interesting things 
with cows. Around 1997 Terry Tidcombe put up for auction 
the pick of his herd at a sale in Shepparton. I bought it 
thinking it would be very interesting and may be the only 
time I would get to do that. After two visits to his farm I 
took home his show cow Wallumlands Fussy 13 who had 
been Res Cow at Shepparton the year before.  I won a few 
Champions with her but in 1998 she was in my winning 
pen of 3 at Sydney. That was the last year Meadowhaven 
exhibited there, and Ted Walsh was the first to congratulate 
me.  

The other two cows in the pen were K Jewel 9 and 
Mallavale Dairymaid 6  whom I had bought in Tasmania a 
few years earlier at Max Austin’s dispersal. Cathie and I and 
son Tom were on a flight to Bali when our plane got turned 
back to Sydney so we had to rough it at the Airport Hilton 
that night at the expense of the airline. Next day we got 
back on the plane and were given $600 credit. Mallavale 
sale came up a few months later so we decided to spend 
our credit going to Tas. for the sale. 

Back to W Fussy 13 she produced two daughters by Parkes. 
K Fussy 1910 won Jr Ch twice at IDW and I can remember 
Brian Leslie announcing that was the first time any heifer 
had ever done that. The next year K Fussy 2001 was Jr 
Ch at IDW and later on a daughter of K Fussy 1910 won 
her class there. K Socks 7 by K Lyndon was for quite a few 
years the No.1 ABV cow in the breed, she was one of only 
a handful of cows we had do over 12,000 litres and I still 
regard her as one of our best all-round cows. Her VPrince 
daughter, Socks 2104 was No.1 ABV cow for one year and 
a very successful show cow winning Jamberoo Spring Fair 

Kangawarra Pretty 3012

Kangawarra Linda 2. Dam of Kangawarra Lyndon
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TE KIRIPI AR NETT S0S    
BENSON 11-182 BLK S0S    
BRECON JATTA 496 S0S     
BRECON GTH SOMERSET S0S  
BRECON FAST DIMPLE S0S   
EYRETONLEA F LEXIE       
TE KIRIPI LASTFIRE S0S   
BRECON JAM VESPA S0S     
BRECON PIERRE 669 S0S    
EYRETONLEA TED FRAN      
BRECON GTH RWANDA S0S    
ROSLYN JCCH 10-25 S0S    
NORTHBROOK WAFFLE S0S    
TE KIRIPI JOVI GLOW BLUE 
TE KIRIPI FAR SARAH S0S  
WAIWERA TURBO LADY S0S   
WESTELL 14-107 S0S       
WESTELL 12-133 S0S       
TK TREBLE MO S0S         
GROSVENOR MANU MORELA S1S

PRODUCTION AWARDS 2018/19

Association Cup
Highest Cow above standard.

Rushbrook Farm Ltd – Te Kiripi AR Nett S0S 
9120 litres milk, 426 kg fat, 322 kg protein (748 kg 
milksolids) in 305 days at 6 years

Mahora Challenge Cup
Highest Herd Average 10-100 cows.

S & T Simmons
12 pedigree cows av. 6473 litres milk, 271 kg fat, 244 kg 
protein (515 kg milksolids) in 283 days

Kaiwharehau Trophy
Highest herd average 101 cows & over.

Rushbrook Farm Ltd
566 pedigree cows av. 5547 litres milk, 235 kg fat, 207 kg 
protein (442 kg milksolids) in 294 days

Gillett Trophy
For highest five cow average for fat.

Rushbrook Farm Ltd 
370 kg fat

Totara Park Trophy
For highest five cow average for protein.

Rushbrook Farm Ltd
308 kg protein

Webster Trophy
For herd with the highest increase over previous season, 
minimum 10 cows.
Tauhei Farms Ltd
82 kg milksolids increase

Barwell Trophy
For cow seven years and over with highest quantity of milk and a 
minimum of 4.2 test.
Rushbrook Farm Ltd – Benson 11-182 BLK S0S
8170 litres milk, 4.8 test, 7 years

Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Te Kiripi AR Nett S0S - 9120 litres, Te Kiripi 10-206 S0S - 8765 
litres, Te Kiripi Lastfire S0S - 8455 litres.

Top Three Cows Litres of Milk
One herd.

Lowburn Dia-Jack Albery S1S
V7-7, 544 kg milksolids in 292 days – S & T Simmons
Bekay Boundles Olanda S2S
V6-8, 529 kg milksolids in 274 days – Westell Properties
Westell Nitro Nina S1S
V6-8, 512 kg milksolids in 267 days – Westell Properties
Northbrook Operetta S1S
E8-8, 509 kg milksolids in 305 days – Northbrook Enterprises

Merit Awards
For Exc and VHC cows who have produced 500-630 kg 
milksolids in not more than 305 days.

No cows eligible

Elite Awards
For Exc and VHC cows who have produced more than 630 kg 
milksolids in not more than 305 days.

Top 20 Registered Cows by Fat – 2018/19 season

Name Owner
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Red Cow Farms Ltd
Mrs B Baker
Red Cow Farms Ltd
Eyreton Lea Farm
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Lieuwes Abbott Ltd 
Red Cow Farms Ltd
Eyreton Lea Farm
Red Cow Farms Ltd
D & R Murphy
Northbrook Enterprises
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Four Ways Farm Ltd
Westell Properties
Westell Properties
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
D & R Murphy

DIM
305
305
279
291
262
268
305
278
289
293
278
266
303
305
290
285
295
267
305
284

Milk L
9120
8170
7763
7768
7492
7638
8455
6540
7599
8036
7262
6762
6418
6697
8374
6491
6832
7803
7574
5629

Fat
426
392
375
371
364
358
353
351
350
348
344
344
342
341
337
336
331
331
330
328

Prot
322
314
276
316
259
259
278
229
268
301
267
253
250
267
266
242
254
289
278
205

MS
748
706
650
686
622
616
631
579
617
649
611
597
592
608
603
578
586
619
607
533
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EYRETONLEA SK MAYHEM     
TE KIRIPI AR NETT S0S    
BRECON GTH SOMERSET S0S  
BENSON 11-182 BLK S0S    
TE KIRIPI SORD SPOT S0S  
TE KIRIPI ROAN HAN P S1S 
EYRETONLEA TED FRAN      
TE KIRIPI 15-873 S0S     
TE KIRIPI 10-206 S0S     
WESTELL 12-133 S0S       
BRECON JAM BERTA S0S     
LOWBURN DIA JACK SHORT S0S
BRECON JAM BLUEY S0S     
TK SONG SPOTS S0S        
TE KIRIPI HARRY JEN S0S  
TK SORTAIN SHAPE P S0S   
BRECON FAST TARRYN S0S   
TE KIRIPI AL BRENDA S0S  
TE KIRIPI SUB NESSIE P S0

Two Year Olds
LOWBURN BLITZ SHORTY S1S 
NORTHBROOK BRITE S0S     
BRECON MEDAL 235 S0S     
Three Year Olds
TE KIRIPI 15-873 S0S     
LOWBURN PINGERLY ROSE S0S
BRECON BH JUANITA S0S    
Four Year Olds
TE KIRIPI JOVI GLOW BLUE 
TE KIRIPI BOW GARY S0S   
WESTELL 14-107 S0S       
Five Year Olds
TK SONG SPOTS S0S        
TK TREBLE MO S0S         
LOWBURN DIA JACK SHORT S0S
Six Year Olds
TE KIRIPI AR NETT S0S    
TE KIRIPI LASTFIRE S0S   
TE KIRIPI SORD SPOT S0S  
Seven Year Olds
BENSON 11-182 BLK S0S    
BRECON GTH SOMERSET S0S  
EYRETONLEA SK MAYHEM     
Eight Year Olds
BRECON JATTA 496 S0S     
BRECON PIERRE 669 S0S    
TE KIRIPI 10-206 S0S     
Nine Year Olds
EYRETONLEA TED FRAN      
BRECON TURBO 277 S0S     
TE KIRIPI AL BRENDA S0S  
Ten Year Olds
NORTHBROOK AZERBIAJAN S0S
BRECON SAM SHOWGIRL S0S  
EYRETONLEA P MAGGIE      
Eleven + Year Olds
NORTHBROOK ANOUSHKA S0S  
WAIWERA STAR S0S         
BRECON AMOS RONA S0S     

Top 20 Registered Cows by Protein – 2018/19 Season

Production Records by Age Group – 2018/19 season

Name

Name

Owner

Ident Sire

Eyreton Lea Farm
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Mrs B Baker
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Eyreton Lea Farm
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Westell Properties
Red Cow Farms Ltd
S & T Simmons
Red Cow Farms Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Red Cow Farms Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd

 
DRVL-16-006 
CDQG-16-011 
KYRH-16-142 

BQKC-15-873 
DRVL-15-025 
KYRH-15-083 

BQKC-14-207 
BQKC-14-115 
CRKB-14-107 

BQKC-13-070 
BQKC-13-280 
DRVL-13-009 

BQKC-12-100 
BQKC-12-006 
BQKC-12-038 

BQKC-11-182 
KYRH-11-154 
FRLF-11-026 

KYRH-10-121 
KYRH-10-082 
BQKC-10-206 

FRLF-09-020 
KYRH-09-046 
BQKC-09-003 

CDQG-08-081 
KYRH-08-167 
FRLF-08-079 

CDQG-07-023 
CDXR-07-055 
KYRH-06-124 

 
509548
510562
111543

            
510566
514596

513549
514558
            

BQKC-10-200 
506632
507613

502569
BQKC-07-502 
510561

506600
509612
FRLF-08-106 

507593
672213
KNFJ-08-001 

507578
508601
513573

503600
507603
FRLF-06-092 

506600
503604
505605

DIM

DIMOwner

285
305
291
305
288
305
293
305
290
267
283
292
267
305
305
305
282
279
287

290
279
289

305
292
289

305
305
295

305
305
292

305
305
288

305
291
285

279
289
290

293
266
279

305
289
277

305
279
281

 
S & T Simmons
C G & R M Passey Ltd
Red Cow Farms Ltd

Rushbrook Farm Ltd
S & T Simmons
Red Cow Farms Ltd

Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Westell Properties

Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
S & T Simmons

Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd

Rushbrook Farm Ltd
Mrs B Baker
Eyreton Lea Farm

Red Cow Farms Ltd
Red Cow Farms Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd

Eyreton Lea Farm
Red Cow Farms Ltd
Rushbrook Farm Ltd

Northbrook Enterprises
Red Cow Farms Ltd
Eyreton Lea Farm

G & N Kearins
Four Ways Farm Ltd
Red Cow Farms Ltd

Milk L

Milk L

8620
9120
7768
8170
7763
8359
8036
8077
8765
7803
7875
7096
8073
7080
7488
7775
7699
7219
7807

6881
6664
6008

8077
6931
6004

6697
6861
6832

7080
7574
7096

9120
8455
7763

8170
7768
8620

7763
7599
8765

8036
6429
7219

5985
7114
7555

7057
6024
5809

Fat

Fat

296
426
371
392
324
305
348
310
316
331
303
318
300
326
287
285
280
291
300

266
269
265

310
290
285

341
324
331

326
330
318

426
353
324

392
371
296

375
350
316

348
299
291

315
285
288

289
320
273

Prot

Prot

329
322
316
314
305
304
301
295
289
289
288
287
286
286
285
283
281
281
279

254
238
225

295
262
244

267
265
254

286
278
287

322
278
305

314
316
329

276
268
289

301
276
281

229
254
249

268
202
243

MS

MS

626
748
686
706
629
609
649
605
605
619
591
605
587
612
572
568
562
572
579

521
507
490

605
552
529

608
589
586

612
607
605

748
631
629

706
686
626

650
617
605

649
575
572

544
539
537

557
522
515
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AYRSHIRE YOUNG BREEDERS SEMINAR 2019
by Bronwyn Brown
Young Breeders Seminar was held in Northland this year. 
Thirteen young breeders from all over New Zealand including 
two young breeders from Otago/Southland Club. Jack Simmons 
and I met up for four days jam packed with herd walks, two 
Ayrshire sales, workshops on TOP/Classifications, 3GPs, 90 Mile 
beach trip and a cruise through the hole in the rock at Paihia.

Day 1

Queenstown Airport was not a good start, Jack and I were 5 
minutes late for our plane, we missed it. $100 later we were on 
the next plane heading to Auckland.

Day 2

The day started with a drop off to Apex rentals, where we met 
up with the van, our journey to Northland had begun.

First stop was Kauri Ayrshires. Everyone else on the trip met 
up with us here. We enjoyed a herd walk, workshop on TOP/
Classification followed by lunch. Then we headed to Malcom 
Hutchings for a BBQ then we were split off to stay in the houses 
around the farm at Lodore Stud.

Day 3

The day started with a Farm Tour around Lodore Stud followed 
by a talk on reading 3GPs. Then we had a guest speaker 
Charmaine O-Shea a rural Accountant who spoke to us about 
the financial side of farming.

After lunch it was time for the Lodore Sale (In calf Heifers/
Yearlings), 32 head in total. After the sale we had a herd walk 
around Lodore Stud. Tea tonight was at Jimmy Jacks Rib Shack 
in Paihia.

Day 4

Today we headed to Pa Hill Stud just south of Kaitaia. Started 
with a farm tour of the farm and run-off. At the top of their run-
off hill we got to see both East Coast and West Coast, what a 
great view.

Next was lunch followed by Pa Hill Sale. After the sale we took 
a drive up 90-mile beach. Mangonui for fish and chips for tea. 
Then back to Lodore Stud for the night. At Lodore we walked to 
the hut in the bush where we listened to the Kiwis.

Day 5

At Paihia we caught the Fast Boat to cruise around the Bay of 
Islands and out to the Hole in the Rock. Back to the Mainland 
to enjoy lunch at the Craft Beer and Kitchen in Paihia before we 
said our goodbyes and headed back to Auckland. 

Totally recommend this seminar, saw some awesome cows, met 
some awesome people, loved my time in Northland and the 
food was great. Big thank you to the Northland Branch, Kauri 
Stud, Roger, Jane and Malcolm Hutchings of Lodore Stud for 
their hospitality, Gavin Travers of Pa Hill Stud and Ashley and 
Dave for doing all the driving of the van once again a fantastic 
trip. Next trip will be in Taranaki 2020.
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by Zac Tocker

Brian Robinson auctioning Central Districts in calf heifer sale

NZMSA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2019

April saw the Central Districts Milking Shorthorn 
Association play host to the 106th Annual Conference. 
Delegates from all over New Zealand arrived in Palmerston 
North to take part in the three day event. 

Day one consisted of a trip over the saddle road to the 
Tararua district. Members were impressed by the Te Apiti 
windfarm and the rain managed to hold off. Once arrived 
in Woodville a visit to a private motor vehicle museum took 
place, members were especially impressed with the replica 
of the Ferguson Tractor that Sir Edmund Hillary took to the 
South Pole. Next was a visit to Belleview stud in Pahiatua 
followed by a visit to their neighbours Waiwera stud to view 
their milking herd and young stock. Both farms showcased 
the versatility of the Shorthorn breed in different farming 
systems. Belleview milk off steep free draining hill country 
where Waiwera run an intensive feeding system on river 
flats. The day ended with a stop at Dennis Morgan’s 
wintering barn in Mangatainoka followed by a stop at the 
Tui brewery for a drink.
 
The second day started with a visit to the Gemmels farm 
in Bunnythorpe where delegates were shown the robotic 
milking system. This was followed by the Central District 
in calf heifer sale hosted by Northbrook farm in Hiwinui. 
The sale averaged $1467 and the top price of the day was 
$2850. 

The day ended with a trip to Tiakitahuna Milking Shorthorns. 
Delegates were hosted by the Tocker family and completed a 
farm tour which included viewing the milking herd and young 
stock. The Tockers run a low input system which includes a dairy 
beef unit. Milking shorthorns are a perfect breed for this type 
of operation and the Tockers have seen great return from the 
breed. 

The final day started with the Association AGM which included 
a range of speakers. Manawatu district Mayer Helen Worboys 
spoke about primary industries in the Manawatu district. Club 
member Russell Tocker spoke about his recent trip to the 
International Red Dairy Breed Federation conference where he 
was elected as a member of the Board. 

Following the AGM, delegates travelled back to Northbrook 
to view the milking herd. This included notable cows such as 
Northbrook Way, whose son Northbrook Noah is available 
through Red Breed Genetics at Semex this year. That evening 
saw the final awards dinner which included the presentation of 
the local on farm show competition. The overall award went 
to Selwyn Donald’s cow Arran Pring Beaujolais .The national 
production and members awards were also handed out with 
Rushbrook Farms from Canterbury taking out the majority of the 
prizes. 

A great time was had by all - the 2020 conference will be hosted 
by the Southland/Otago branch.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020
The New Zealand Milking Shorthorn Association will be holding the 2020 
Annual Conference in Dunedin, Invercargill.

MARCH 24 to 27  -  Save the Date!

Delegates enjoying the 2019 NZMSA Annual Conference
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CONFERENCE
2019

Memories From





Lowburn  Milking Shorthorns 

The Simmons Family 
436 Old Dunedin Road RD2 Invercargill 9872 

Sandy : 027 339 7140 

Teena : 027 609 2397 
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Why should you consider Milking Shorthorns in your herd?
Statistics from Canadian Milking Shorthorn Facebook

Breed Averages for Functional Traits

Current Inbreeding Level and Change in Average Inbreeding by Breed

Survival to 2nd lactation
Survival to 4th lactation
56 day Non-Return rate (cows)
Calf Survival Rate from heifers
Unassisted Calvings from heifers
Unassisted Calvings from cows

Breed
Ayrshire
Brown Swiss
Canadienne
Guernsey
Holstein
Jersey
Milking Shorthorn

HO
70%
31%
59%
89%
51%
67%

Average Annual Increase in Inbreeding Percentage by Time
1970-80
.24
.07
.16
.06
.11
.15
.01

Average % Inbreeding for 2017
6.46%
6.60%
8.75%
6.42%
7.76%
6.33%
2.75%

JE
77%
42%
68%
90%
81%
88%

1980-90
.20
.26
.22
.12
.10
.08
.02

1990-00
.06
.12
.30
.15
.26
.13
.28

2000-10
.00
.12
.18
.22
.08
.06

-0.14

2010-17
.13

0.01
-0.02
-0.09
0.23
0.05
0.08

AY
72%
34%
57%
95%
67%
73%

MS
81%
46%
72%
97%
78%
84%

NORTH ISLAND CHAMPIONSHIPS
2019

STRATFORD      
A&P SHOW

2019/20 North Island Championship will be held at the 
2019 Stratford A&P. 
NZ Milking Shorthorn Assn wish all our participating 
members the best of luck.
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Welcome Aboard New Members
NZ Milking Shorthorn Assn extends a warm welcome to our newest members!

Nicky Kelly
- Southland
- Associate Member

Reon Hince
- Manawatu
- Associate Member

Joshua Sneddon
- Waikato
- Associate Member

Amy Green
- Southland
- Associate Member

Donald Pearson Farm Trust
- Auckland
- Associate Member

Coleman-Cowie Farming Ltd
Rebson
- Southland
- Senior Member

Archibald Tocker
Ollyhurst
- Manawatu
- Junior Member

Stuart Kent
- Northland
- Associate Member

Blair Pope
- Southland
- Associate Member 

R E & E R Millington
Rosemill
- Waikato
- Senior Member

RUSSELL JOINS THE IRDBF BOARD
International Red Dairy Breeds Federation

INTRODUCING THE NEW LOOK BOARD

The International Red Dairy Breeds Federation held its official 
meeting during the Mount Gambier based conference days.  
News from that meeting is that two new members join the 
Board.  Russell Tocker of New Zealand brings young blood to 
the team.  Morten Hansen of Denmark brings experience of the 
European scene.

Left to right: Russell Tocker of New Zealand, Graeme 
Hamilton of Australia (Vice President), Christina Paulsen-
Schlueter of Germany (President), Tanel Bulitko of Estonia, 
and Morten Hansen of Denmark - stepping out in unity and 
strength.
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a local cooperative where 
she could sell her produce 
in conjunction with a small 
number of other local farmers. 
Her focus was on soft cheeses 
at the time but she is looking 
to expand to other varieties 
overtime.

Being a typical family farm, her 
dad was busy with hay making 
so after a quick bite to eat it 
was back out to work before 
milking in the afternoon.  Then 
of course at the end of our day, 
Pauline, headed back home to 

check that dad was right with milking and other chores (just like 
our daughter Anja would do for us).

The afternoon, saw us drive about 50km from Pauline’s farm 
to Florian’s parent’s farm. A completely different set up to the 
first with a mix of 200 Jersey and Montebéliarde cows milked 
by robots. Florian’s family take great pride in their historic links 
to their land with mum developing a business educating young 
children about the farm, animals and all things farming.  Mum, 
also, had a new project underway which was the establishing of 
motel units and venue for weddings and training.

Something new for David and I was the way hay was made and 
stored…no wrapping or twine needed here. Rather, the hay 
as cut and brought into a bunker, where it was blown dry from 
underneath. Then as it was needed, some high-tech machinery is 
used to take it out of the bunker and into wagons for feeding.

A cooperative model of farming was also evident, on Florian’s 
farm, where a number of farmers shared the mixer wagon and 
employed someone to go around each day, make up the feed 
for their individual farms (based on the recipe left by the each 
farmer), and feed their cows.

Needless to say a day on the farm was a welcome break from 
the football and much enjoyed by us all. Pauline said to us “I 
didn’t think I’d see any of you ever again” but then in farming 
you never know. We seem to have a way of looking after our 
own and staying in touch.

Thanks Pauline and Florian for a wonderful day and taking the 
time to show us your part of the world and farming.

FARMING IN SOUTHERN FRANCE
by Johanna Wood

In June this year, David and I had the opportunity to 
spend some time in Lyons, Southern France as a result of 
my position on the FIFA Council.  At the back of mind, as 
we prepared for this trip, I was thinking that two of our 
overseas workers might live in this region. So an email was 
sent to Pauline Duperray and Florian Grange, the young 
couple who spent time with us in 2017 and also with Mark 
and Jenny McDonald (Red Cow Farms) in early 2018, to see 
if I was correct about their location.

Both, Pauline and Florian, were pleased to hear from us 
and sure enough they were not far from Lyon, only about 
an hour on a train.  Needless to say a plan was put in place 
to spend a day with them and their families, looking at 
farming in their part of the world. Pauline and Florian live 
halfway between their family farms, allowing each of them 
to work on their respective family farms.  

Departing Lyon in the morning we trained to Tarare, 
approximately an hour from Lyons, where Florian met 
us and drove to Pauline’s farm, in the foothills of the 
Pyrenees, where the 
family milk about 30 
Montebéliarde. Here 
we were well looked 
after by Pauline’s 
mum, who had 
cooked us traditional 
dishes  for lunch, 
while we talked and 
ate cheese made by 
Pauline.  

Pauline had branched 
out with a project 
of her own, which 
included the building 
of a cheese room on 
site. She had sourced 
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TRIP TO TATURA INTERNATIONAL DAIRY WEEK
by Kimberley Simmons

The trip began on Saturday the 19th of January 2019, driving 
up to Queenstown to board for a flight straight to Melbourne. 
This is my first ever overseas trip, so it was very exciting. The 
group we went over with consisted of 12 people, but we were 
split between 2 flights, so we had to wait for the second flight to 
arrive. Some took a while to get through customs, so we went 
ahead to collect the van and get travelling north for about a 
2-hour drive to Shepparton. Making a pit stop at Maccas along 
the way. Until we finally made it to the motel in Shepparton.

On day 2 we went tiki touring around Shepparton while we 
waited for the Youth Challenges to start at 12pm. I found that 
Shepparton had many of these cow statues (Cow Art) scattered 
around the town. So, we made sure we found as many as 
we could and get a photo of each one. Then we found this 
place called Fun City Shepparton. It was fully air conditioned 
and arcade games were everywhere. Since it was early in the 
morning, we were the only ones there. They also had go-karts 
in which we had an absolute ball on. Once we finished, we 
drove to Tatura and watched the Youth teams compete in their 
challenges – clipping, leading and judging, we watched Team 
Jersey NZ crown winners. We wandered through where all the 
cattle were and especially looked out for the Illawarras. There 
were so many cattle I don’t think we saw all of them.

Youth Shows were on day 3. It was a big day watching all 
the different ages of youth showing off their stock. The 
temperatures got as high as 46 degrees and even sitting in 
the shed with the huge fans wasn’t enough. Over the road was 
an outdoor swimming pool which we swam in everyday after 
watching the events.

Day 4 was the coloured breeds. We began watching the 
Ayrshires then our eyes focused on the beautiful Illawarras. 
Taking lots of photos and as soon as Wallumlands Sunstorm 

entered the ring I knew she was a winner. After she was 
crowned Illawarra Supreme Champion, we watched the 
Guernseys and Brown Swiss. At the end of the day we 
headed out to a Jersey dairy farm owned by Lindsay 
Hamilton (an original Southlander). We got there in time for 
the cow’s afternoon milking where we watched them being 
milked and they headed out to their night paddock. In the 
paddock there was a big pond, the girls were enjoying a 
dip in there after a hot day. When we came back Mum, 
Shelli and Debbie went out to The Power of Women in 
Dairying while the rest of us went for our first time at 
Hungry Jacks.

Day 5 was solely for the Jerseys. We enjoyed watching the 
show and I especially liked listening to Jersey Judge Brian 
Leslie. The standard of jerseys was impeccable, and very 
difficult to split into placings. His reasonings were fair, and 
he explained every decision well. Then in between the 
show they held a Jersey sale. For tea we went to Pizza Hut 
with the winners of the youth challenge, the New Zealand 
Jersey Team!

L to R - Lina Buhre, Kimberley Simmons, Jared Rutten and Jack Simmons.

Cow art in Shepparton featuring Kimberley Simmons.
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Wallumlands Sunstorm – Grand Champion of Dairy Week.

Day 6 was even more special watching the Holstein Friesian 
show. Just like all the other breeds we saw very high-class 
stock. For a break from sitting in the stand we decided 
to attend one of the seminars. The one we went to was 
a virtual Farm Tour with Blondin Sires. The way they farm 
is very different focusing a lot on embryos. Having 5-10 
flushes every week. Also new animals being genomic 
tested all the time. After the Holsteins they had the Grand 
Champion of Dairy Week which was Wallumlands Sunstorm. 
Then later the Holsteins also had a sale.

Day 7 we drove back to Melbourne, put our luggage in the 
storage at the next Motel and dropped off the van. We had 
a taxi to take us to the centre and we explored Melbourne 
using the trams. SO MANY PEOPLE. Mum, Jack, Jared, 
Lina and I wandered through the Victoria Markets and 
looked for some t-shirts and little souvenirs. I bought a 
little kangaroo and koala. We got hungry so we searched 
for somewhere to go eat. There was this place called The 
Tank Emporium and I had good ole Fish and Chips. We still 
had time to spare so we went to Sea Life Melbourne. Saw 
lots of colourful little fishys, cheeky penguins and a big 
croc. Then we met everybody else again and returned to 
the motel. In the motel there was a swimming pool and a 
spa. After that, for tea there was a buffet downstairs then 
bedtime. 

Day 8 was home time. Everyone was on the same flight and 
the little screens in front of us were pretty cool. I talked 
to people from our group through putting in their seat 
numbers and we could even make a group chat. The trip 
was awesome and definitely one I will remember. Thank 
you, Debbie Mercer, for organising it.

WE NEED 
YOUR 
PHOTOS
Our stock pile of Milking Shorthorn photos 
are limited. 

Help us spread the Milking Shorthorn message 
by sending us any photos you are happy to 
share.

We can help repay the favour by doing light 
photo editing work. Want something taken out 
of the photo? send it to us.

info@nzmilkingshorthorn.nz
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INTERNATIONAL RED DAIRY BREED FEDERATION CONFERENCE
by Russell Tocker

Springvale Illawaras
Warren, Cheryl and son Damien Doecke lead up a successful 
family farming business near Murray Bridge S.A. Calving about 
400 cows per year with split calving milking 325 cows year-
round. They have been pursuing biodynamic farming methods 
since 2006 and are certified organic. The Doeckes are successful 
in the show ring at Royal Adelaide show and various regional 
dairy shows. Their breeding priorities are to breed functional, 
deep, open ribbed dairy cows that calve easily, can walk long 
distances and perform well on a pasture based system with 
summer temperatures up to 45 degrees Celsius.

Farm size is 1100 ha with 180ha milking platform (1.8 cows per 
ha) 422ha cropping and 500ha dryland heifer run off grazing. 
Average rainfall is 300mm with 180ha irrigation area but 100ha 
irrigated year-round with water from the Murray river which 
borders the farm annually use 1064ML of water irrigation type 
is border dyke. Cows walk average of 2.5 KM per day to Kikuyu 
pasture milking takes 1.5 hours through 50 bail rotary. Average 
of herd is 64 months and replacement numbers are 85 heifers 
(26% of herd) with 1.6 average does of semen per pregnancy.
Herd production is 525 ms per cow 3.91f% and 3.25 p% 7350L 
per cow 868 ms per ha. 

Cows fed 1.3t of concentrate (mixture of wheat, mill run and 
canola meal) with fresh cows receiving 8kg per day and down 
to 4 kg at dry off. Grazed pasture eaten per cow of 3.71t and 
conserved forage of 1.32 t per cow. Annual Concentrate cost 
of $982 per cow @nov18 and home grown feed $99 per t of 
dry matter feed conversion of 1.08 L per kg DM feed or 77,8g 
ms produced per kg of dry matter. 3.5 50 hour labour units per 
week with 93 cows per labour unit.

Warren was former President of the Illawarra Association 
and a nice bloke who thought the future was bright for 
the Illawarra breed. They are a good supporter of the 
breed scheme using many of its young sires on AI. Of 
interest to me were bulls I’d heard about but were not 
available in New Zealand such as the two Ovensdale 
bulls Scarlets Marcel and Pixies Treble. Also Threecreek 
Redgum, Myrtleholme Mitch and Thorpe(two bulls there 
was quite a lot of talk about by the farmers visited on the 
NZ conference trip to Queensland). The bull Llandovery 
Dynamic, a bull collected privately by Warren, had some 
nice daughters in the herd with one 2year old Spingvale 
Jinny 6 doing 572 ms. I liked daughters of Blackwood Park 
Butternut and Creghton Park Elmo. They were producing 
well for New Zealand standards but Warren told me he 
didn’t like the bull Elmo. This was disappointing to me as I 
had already used 30 straws of him last spring. The farm had 
lots of eucalyptus hedge rows for shade for cows and there 
was and abundance of crows in them. I think the Milking 
Shorthorn/Illawarra breed has a lot to offer the organic 
farmers with an easy care animal that is widely used around 
the world for this and organic farmers in New Zealand are a 
bit behind the 8 ball in this.

Treeton Illawarras
Run by the Williams family, the herd consists of 480 cows 
producing 4.2 million litres per year from a milking area 
of 300ha with additional 1000ha for cropping and run 300 
young stock on total area of 1800ha. Treeton Illawarras 
came into existence in 1983 when the Naldene partnership 
was divided and cows from the Princess, Verbena, Marion 
and Primula families were added to Lady Jean, Belinda, 
Milkmaid, Sabrina, Hazel, Beauty and Queenie from 
Mundaring when Mundaring farming co. was dissolved in 
Western Australia. 

The Peachy family was added with the purchase of 
Parkstead Peachy 95, a daughter of Raybright Major from 
Parkstead dispersal and has developed into a very good 
cow family. The Gloria, Cherry, Jasmine and Mary families 
began with grade cows purchased from clearing sales. 
Recent additions include Daisy (descends from Darbalara), 
Spangle and Mermaid which were original Naldene families 
but were lost for many years. The Fussy and Virgin families 
also have their roots at the very beginning of the breed 
and came to us via Glenhaven and Tabbagong.  Pet family 
started with the purchase of Alston Porn Star Patsy at a 
IDW sale as she descends from Pety at Blackwood Park 
through Kangawarra Bennelong.

The NZMSA stand at Red Cow Conference
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In 1929 J R Williams first registered the Bates blooded 
Milking Shorthorns that had been bred on their current 
farm since 1873 with the Australian Milking Shorthorn 
society. He commenced herd recording in 1927 and it has 
continued ever since.

In recent history bulls that have worked well for them 
included Venvale Prince, Braelee Maxwell, Treeton 
Lethal,Vinrabar D Famous,Vinra Forst Ted,Treeton Pingerly, 
Maple vly Zumba, Oceanbrae Ironman, VR Fergus and 
R Haslev. Bulls in use at the moment are VR Viktor, Lady 
Grove Conrad, Hel P, VR David, Donato, Oceanbrae 
Foster, Threecreeks Fergus P, Treeton Meekathara, Treeton 
Pemberton,and Treeton Pinjarra.

Farm is located at Meningie near a salt water lagoon which 
when driving past was covered with cape baron geese. The 
lake looked similar to Lake Ellesmere. It is very dry coastal sand 
country here with high Salinity in soil where ryegrass and clover 
grow in winter and are annually drilled so rely on Lucerne and 
African velt grass. Farm gets 450ml of rain a year and water 
is sourced from lake or mains (I assume from town). They milk 
through a 20 aside herringbone shed with adjoining feed pad. 
Calving twice a year in autumn and spring. Average age of 
herd is 4years. Breeding priorities include udders, feet and 
legs, temperament plus higher fat and protein test. Per cow 
production is 8500 litres, 620 ms 4%f 3.5%p. Cows fed 1.8ton 
of concentrate per cow, 1ton of pasture grazed and 2.7ton of 
conserved forage in form of hay and silage. They run 80 cows 
per 50 hour week labour unit, the milk price was 45cents per 
litre.

This was a fine herd of Illawarras which is farmed on tough 
country and show how hardy the breed is. To see this herd 
was the main reason for me attending the tour and they didn’t 
disappoint. I really liked the cows by Pingerly and Oceanbrae 
Diamond Jack but as you walked through the herd there was 
plenty of other good cows to. They had one white cow in 
the herd she was a half sister to either Pimp or Pingerly. The 
mothers of these bulls still live on farm and have been retired 
from milking. Geoff was interested in using some New Zealand 
bulls particularly Brecon White Knight. Unfortunately, he wasn’t 
able to get any as he wasn’t collected for export. Hopefully we’ll 
get some NZ bulls collected for export soon for him to use. 
They also had an interesting calf set up with calves having their 
individual hutch which was similar to a dog kennel.

WE ALL SAW THAT ONE COMING!
The Tocker Family placed the very 
first order.

Selling like turkeys on Christmas eve, 
the brand new Milking Shorthorn farm 
signs are sure to make a landing on 
your tanker track. 

Introduce everyone, with your Farm 
and Family name alongside the breed 
we all love. 

The sign is 841 x 594mm and printed 
on a durable Aluminium Core. They 
are built to last!

Orders can be made on the website 
or contact the office.
info@nzmilkingshorthorn.nz
07 856 0816

MILKING SHORTHORN FARM SIGNS
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NZ Milking Shorthorn Association send condolences to the families and friends of the following members:

Karen Newnham
- Ora Farm
- West Coast

Ray Lodge

Ken Baker
- Bekay Milking Shorthorns
- Waikato

Les Going
- Greenhills
- Northland

It is sad to report the passing away of one of the real stuwarts of 
the breed. Mr les Going of the “Greenhills” stud. The eldest son 
of Mr and Mrs Cyril Going (Midvale stud) he went on to have 
his own herd “Greenhills” stud situated in the lovely Maromaku 
Valley (north of Whangarei). Les’s farm was on the hilly poorer 
ground than other Going herds of Midvale, Gleniffen, Glenhope 
on the flat valley floor. He had a very good herd of cows and 
was a regular supporter of branch heifer and bull sales. He 
also exhibited at the Whangarei A & P show. Les served as the 
Northland director of the NZMSA for many years which included 
roles as treasurer, breed society secretary 1987-90 and President 
of our society 1983-86. In 2008 Les was awarded “Honorary Life 
Membership” of our association for his outstanding contribution 
to our breed over many years. Les was an elder in the Mormon 
church and regularly came down to temple view (Hamilton) 
to oversea the Mormon Church farm. Les was a gentleman 
of integrity who was a privilege to have known over many 
years and will be sadly missed by all members of the Milking 
Shorthorn breed.

Our sincerest condolences to his wife and family.
- Ian Dibble

Foot note.
The day I first met Les is firmly etched in my mind. As a teenager 
I called into Goings to see the herds my dad had mentioned to 
me. Les showed me his herd then said come and see my heifers 
and steers on my run off up the road. Keen to see everything, 
the run off was steep country (I was on flat peat country). Les 
drove the 2wheel drive tractor and I stood on the carryall on the 
back. Well the hills got steeper and steeper and the clay track 
got more slippery. Next thing Les is confidently driving up the 
steep hill front wheels of the tractor off the ground and using 
the brakes to steer. A hair raising experience for me! It was 
always a joke afterwards at the Goings, Ian coming back “white 
as a sheet”. It certainly put a new perspective on “2 wheel 
drive” Tractors for me.

Obituaries

Miles Laurence
- Laurendale

Miles began the Laurendale Milking Shorthorn stud in 
1964 and sold the herd in 1993.  Miles was an enthusiastic 
breeder of Milking Shorthorns, and attended shows with 
his animals, and later enjoyed judging around the North 
Island.  Miles and Marion remembered fondly a tour to 
Australia where they attended the Sydney Easter show and 
stayed with some great Australian dairy farming families.  
It gave Miles much pleasure to see grandaughter Ella 
purchase a Milking Shorthorn calf in 2016 and register her 
first calf under the Laurendale stud.  Miles passed away 
October 11th after a short illness. He will be missed by wife 
Marion, and children Julie Pirie, Helen, Graeme and Jenny 
Caughley. - Julie Pirie

Justin Geoffrey Rivers 
- Braeside Milking Shorthorns
- Manuwatu

It is with great sadness that we must report the passing 
of Central Districts club member Justin Rivers. Justin was 
an active member of the club and a passionate Shorhorn 
breeder. Justin began milking cows at the age of 14 for 
his parents in Woodville, from there he moved to a few 
different properties around the region before settling at 
his farm on Bluff Road where he milked cows for 42 years. 
Justin was a proud father and grandfather who enjoyed 
being able to share his farming passion with his family. 
He had a love of motor bikes,cars and tractors and roan 
Shorthorn cows. Justin served his local community well 
being a member of the Lions club for 60 years and and AI 
technician for 59 years. 

We will miss Justin’s presence at events and count 
ourselves lucky that we were able to have our most recent 
field day at his farm in December of last year. 
My brother Zac and I enjoyed hearing Justin’s tales from his 
farming career and life. He always had some good advice 
on offer for us. 
Our deepest sympathy’s go out to his family.
- Russel Tocker
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NZAEL UPDATE - 16 OCTOBER 2019
Brian Wickham - NZAEL Manager
FOCUS 

In the nine weeks since the last update (dated 8th August) our 
efforts have continued to be action orientated. The following 
table contains the NZAEL objectives, and related topics that 
have been the focus since my last update.

DIGAD 3 & 4 

Certified data providers: 
The project to complete the long planned DIGAD phase four is 
advancing. This phase of the DIGAD project will support CRV 
Ambreed as an independent certified data provider. Recent 
developments include:
 » Implementation of cow talk (v1.3) to replace BizTalk. This 

change is a move to a simpler, less expensive and easier to 
maintain system for communicating with data providers.  

 » A future version of cow talk (v1.5) will support durable keys 
and enable CRV to submit data directly to DIGAD and not 
via LIC as at present. 

 » Continuing regular meetings with LIC and CRV to monitor 
progress and resolve identified issues.

 » Extensive testing is being undertaken to minimize 
disruption to genetic evaluations when the system becomes 
fully functional.

 
Breed societies:
The breed societies have completed a solution specification 
which is the basis of a request for tenders issued at the end of 
September.

Quality data

Data standards: 
Data accuracy is crucial for genetic progress. The more accurate 
the inputs and the data processing the greater the rate of ge-
netic gain.  All steps in the data chain are important, from good 
quality data collection on farm through to generating breeding 
values and breeding worth. The quality of the input data and 
the data processing in combination with the quantity of data, 
determine the accuracy of genetic evaluations.
 
The main objective of the ‘Quality Data’ project is to establish 
Standards for all the data that contributes to genetic evalua-
tions. These Standards will cover all steps in the data chain, from 
farm recording to genetic evaluation outputs. In addition, there 
will be routine audits to assess the level of compliance for each 
stage in the process.

State-of-the-art evaluation

Theta Project:
The Theta project is focused on evaluations for liveweight 
and milk production traits. Recent developments include:
 » Recognition that the current design of DIGAD needs 

to be reviewed. Providing Theta with quality data has 
been a time consuming and inefficient process. 

 » Establishing the Interbull test process for milk 
production traits has taken more time than expected. 
While our prototype evaluations passed ‘Interbull test 
3’ in September, a number of technical issues affecting 
the accuracy of evaluations have yet to be resolved to 
our satisfaction.

 » Compiling consistent parentage and the pedigree 
derived breed fractions, inbreeding, and heterosis is 
still a substantial issue.  A standard for the future is an 
imperative and our plan is to incorporate our findings 
into the Quality Data project.

 » Model building and equation solving is very fast 
with total transparency. There has been excellent 
participation by members of the NZAEL Scientific 
Advisory Committee (SAC).

 » The third (of four) work order started on the 1st of 
October.

It is a while since my last update and there is a lot happening.  
Enjoy the read.

Objective 4: DIGAD 3 & 4
 » Certified data providers
 » Breed Societies

Objective 5: Quality data
 » Data standards
 » Review of DIGAD design

Objective 6: State of the art 
genetic evaluations
 » Theta Project
 » Alignment of Evaluations

Objective 7: Economic Values
 » Update of economic 

values
 » Tool to facilitate 

understanding
 » Review of process

Objective 12: Governance
 » Farm Advisory Panel
 » NZAEL board meeting
 » Scientific Advisory 

Committee
 » TOP Advisory Committee

A first round of meetings with data providers has taken 
place. The next step is the development of a plan and 
timetable for consideration by the NZAEL Board and data 
providers.

DIGAD design: 
The DIGAD databases are no longer optimally designed 
for the purposes they will be used in future. The databases 
were designed to allow NZAEL to produce AE (animal eval-
uation) results that exactly matched LIC’s AE results. We 
no longer need to be able to do this. Today’s requirements 
include to:
 » validate data as it is received from Certified Data 

Providers (CDPs)
 » respond to Core Data Access Panel (CDAP) requests 

with up to date information
 » easily and quickly extract data for AE calculations
 » allow the database to be extended to include other 

data items
 » produce multi generation pedigree reports
 » support the Breed Societies by making relevant current 

data available.
 
These requirements cannot be readily met with the current 
database structures. 
 
A redesign project is under active consideration. The next 
step is a review with a range of experts which will take 
place later in October. 
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Economic Values

Updating economic values: 
The 2020 annual BW update has been completed, reviewed 
by our Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) and approved 
by the NZAEL Board. The new (2020) and current (2019) 
values are as in Table 1

Review of process for establishing economic values: 
A review of the process for establishing economic values in 
the BW is under active consideration. Our Scientific Advisory 
Committee recommendation to undertake this review will 
be considered by the Board at its November meeting. The 
motivation for the review includes a number of considerations:
 » An update of the NBO has just been undertaken.  The 

numbers in the NBO model are being updated according 
to an established procedure using just current and recent 
prices and costs.

 » Changes on an annual basis are disruptive to farmers, 
because their reference point for a good BW must change 
from year to year. A recent historical analysis indicated 
that a switch to either a 3 or 5 year update process would 
have been just as efficient as changing every year, provided 
moves are made to accommodate clear market swings, such 
as for the recent increase in the market of milk fat relative to 
milk protein.

 » The philosophy underpinning the NBO model was 
established in the late 1990’s when the BW was first 
introduced.  A key element of the philosophy is that current 
and historical prices would be used. No attempt would be 
made to predict future prices.

 » Since then, a number of alternative approaches to 
establishing economic values have emerged including use 
of desired gains and trait preferences elucidated from 
surveys of trait choices.

 » A growing body of research indicates that farmers typically 
prefer a higher weighting on functional traits such as 
fertility, survival, and cow health than the outputs of 
bioeconomic model approaches suggests they should. The 
current weighting on fertility in BW is low by international 
standards. Farmers commonly state a desire to improve 
fertility through genetics, and breeding companies are 
implementing independent culling threshold approaches in 
their selection of young bulls, to effectively upweight the 
importance of fertility.

 » Societal pressures are increasing in relation to the 
environmental footprint of dairy farming. Research into 
the genetics of both nitrogen (N) leaching traits, and 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions traits is underway in NZ. 
Integration of environmental traits into BW is anticipated, 
and at least for low N, variation in the true economic value 
across farms will be substantial. These traits will also require 
farmer incentivization systems that could in the future rely 
on auditing processes which leverage the national recording 
infrastructure.

 » The market for milk in New Zealand is changing as a 
consequence of industry deregulation.  Farmers are being 
offered the chance to supply milk from cows with specific 
genotypes (eg. Beta casein a2 milk).

Alignment with LIC & CRV evaluations: 
LIC and CRV both compute genetic evaluations for New 
Zealand cattle incorporating genomic data. A collaboration 
between NZAEL, LIC and CRV has been established 
with the goal of progressively aligning the evaluations 
from all three organisations and achieving more rapid 
genetic progress for the New dairy herd. The current 
focus is in February 2020.  A number of options are under 
consideration as illustrated in this figure.

The options are:
1. To continue with the Current NZAEL system which 

is based on software supplied by LIC in 2006.  This 
system is reaching the end of its useful life.

2. To use upgraded software from LIC which is a major 
rework of the software originally supplied and for 
convenience is described as LIC2019.

3. To use the Theta based system for some traits and one 
of the other systems for the other traits.

Regardless of which of these options we choose LIC and 
CRV have both decided to not make genotypes available 
for possible inclusion in NZAEL Feb 2020 evaluations. 
However, they have both indicated the desirability of an 
integrated evaluation which does include genotypes in the 
future.
 
A decision on which option NZAEL will adopt for February 
2020 will be taken in late November 2019. This will give 
time to ensure clear and consistent communications to all 
users of genetic evaluations in advance of the February 
release. 
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 » Research has identified that all season once-a-day 
herds, and high production herds, have different 
optimum trait weightings to the industry average BW 
system. While breeding companies have a range of 
solutions, it would be better to deploy well researched, 
industry standard approaches, to help niche farmers 
access the best bulls for them.

 » Our research on genetic evaluations has identified 
substantial heterogenous variance in a number 
of traits.  This impacts the advice on optimal sire 
selection. For example, the superiority advantage of a 
Jersey bull depends on the breed of cow to which he 
will be mated.

 » Traits like body condition score and liveweight have 
intermediate optimum levels in the minds of farmers. 
While Jerseys benefit as a breed from the liveweight 
penalty, few farmers purchasing Jersey bulls wish them 
to leave very small sized cows in their herd. The current 
linear system applying to every breed equally creates 
a rigidity in deployment that causes mismatches 
between BW and farmer perception.

Governance & management

TOP Advisory Committee:
The TOP Advisory Committee met on Friday 11th October.  
This was the 100th meeting of the Committee and a small 
celebration was held in honour of the occasion.  Previous 
members of the committee were in attendance.
 
The contribution made by the activities of the TOP 
Advisory Committee are illustrated in these two graphs 
showing genetic improvement in the last twenty year for 
the TOP traits – overall opinion and udder overall.  Such 
remarkable progress is the result of a visionary industry 
collaboration in which farmers, breed societies, breeding 
organisations and information service provider have worked 
together to ensure genetic improvement in the New 
Zealand dairy herd. 

(See FIG 01 and FIG 02)

Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC)
Membership of the SAC has been extended to cover both 
genetics and information infrastructure. Meetings are 
taking place to consider scientific and technical issues with 
the members of the SAC who have relevant knowledge 
and experience.  The SAC advises the NZAEL Board and 
is Chaired by Board member, Prof. Hugh Blair of Massey 
University.

Farm Advisory Panel – 24th September
Key points the Farm Advisory Panel (FAP) meeting were:
 » That the new App for seeing the impact of changes in 

economic value on breeding decision would be useful 
to about 10% of farmers.

 » That the wider community is not well informed about 
how much farmers care about the environment and 
sustainability.

 » Genetics has a major role to play in reducing the 
impact of dairying on the environment and ensuring 
sustainability.  Investment needs to reflect this.

 » Members of the FAP would like to have access to 
prototype evaluations from the LIC SSAM for bulls 
and their cows. This will help them decide what 
recommendation they would make to the NZAEL 
Board on the incorporation of genomic data in NZAEL 
genetic evaluations. 

NZAEL board – 25th September
The board received a report from AbacusBio into the size of the 
prize available from a structure which can deliver more rapid 
genetic improvement to the primary sector – cattle and sheep. 
In summary, genetic improvement is currently contributing 
$300 million per year to the profitability of the NZ dairy herd. 
Increased rates of genetic gain that can result from a more 
efficient structure has the potential to increase this by $36 
million to $182 million.  Our focus needs to move to establishing 
the structure that can deliver the upper end of this potential.  

Feedback welcome 
As always, I welcome any feedback and suggestions for how 
NZAEL can facilitate greater rates of genetic improvement of NZ 
cattle.

Brian Wickham
NZAEL Manager
Phone: 021 161 9256
Email: brian.wickham@dairynz.co.nz

FIG 02

FIG 01





Versatility   Durability   Longevity   
Chairperson:  
Wendy Harker 
273 Kakepuku Road,  
Te Awamutu 3873 
Ph 021 1775289 
     

Secretary:  
Ian Dibble 
7 Vogel Place  
Te Aroha 3320 
Ph 07 8848439

Kaihere  Ian, Robyn & Jim Dibble 
7 Vogel Place,  

Te Aroha 
Ph 07 8848439 

Westell  David & Wendy Harker 
273 Kakepuku Road, 

R D 3, Te Awamutu 3873 
07 8716864  or 021 1775289 

Bjerring  Josh & Julie Bjerring 
Ph 027 7567888 

 

Kaimore  Anthony & Nacre Maiden 
Eastport Road,  

Elstow 3393 
Ph 07 8776802 

Aywon  Lynton & Yvonne Simmons 
16 Walsh Road, R D 10 

Hamilton 3290 
Ph 07 8298715 

 

Alexander Organics  Jesiah & Ellen Alexander 
133 Flume Road 

R D 4, Cambridge 3496 
Ph 027 2568920 

 

Laurendale  Ella Pirie 
401A Mahuta Road North 

Ngatea 
027 6082171 

Peter May   96 Greenhill Road,  R D 1 
Hamilton 

Ph 07 8559488 
 

Jarolynn  Carolynn & Jim Herbert 
45 Slater Road, R D 2, 

Huntly 3772 
Ph 07 8266806 
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THE DAIRY ALL BREEDS CAMP 2019
by Victoria Kelly 

My journey started on the 7th of January with an early flight 
to Christchurch and then a quick drive out to the Tahora Farm. 
That night we went over some camp rules and played a few 
introduction games. 

The next morning, we helped round up the heifers and went 
through the selection process, once we had selected our heifers, 
we had some practice leading them and we washed them to try 
and get them familiar with us. 

On day two we were divided into three groups. Among our 
groups we attended three different stations. We had a handler’s 
class which was led by Graham Stewart and Philipa Trounce 
which consisted of learning how to hold the lead, stand your 
heifer and how to calm her down. The next station was a 
clipping class where we were taught by Lauren Otto how to 
properly clip our heifers and tried to get the bulk of our heifers 
clipped. One station was a nutrients class which was led by 
Amelia Griffin, she taught us about feeding cows and how much 
dry matter they should receive daily. We spent around an hour 
and a half at each station taking in all the tips and tricks that we 
were being taught by our group leaders and the camp leaders. 

That night we attended Dean Geddes house for dinner with 
the Canterbury/ Westlake Branch members, where we then 
completed a trivia quiz which my team won. This was a highlight 
of camp for me because I was able to work with new people and 
really test my brain.

We then had the joy of deciding which room would do which 
night shift, my room which consisted of five girls did the first 
shift of the night 7pm - 10pm. We spent this playing card games 
and watching out for any lurking possums. 

The following morning our 
time was once again split 
amongst three stations 
these were top lining 
heifers with Lauren Otto, 
reading 3GPs with Amelia 
and judging plus a herd 
walk with Wendy Harker. 

After lunch we all bundled 
into the van for a mystery 
bus trip, we ended up 
visiting the robotic farm. 
We watched as cows 
walked into the machines 

and be milked by robots and we saw how each robot 
worked and did its specific job. While we were there Wendy 
did a classification demonstration for us. On the way home 
we stopped for a quick swim at the local pool, to cool 
down. 

That night was followed by another night shift but this 
time my room did the 10pm - 1pm shift. Night shift was 
a highlight of camp for me because it gave my room an 
opportunity to get to know not only each other but our 
heifers too. 

In the morning it was time to get show ready, we set 
toplines and had professional photos taken and then we 
were ready for the mini show which was judged by Bernie 
Cox. Everyone’s heifers looked amazing and by looking 
around the ring you could tell everyone had put a lot of 
effort in. I did not win anything, but I had a lot of fun and 
learnt many amazing tips for my next show.

I would like to thank Tahora Farms for providing the 
facilities and heifers, for this camp. I would also like to 
thank Lauren Otto for all the time and effort she put 
into helping us clip our heifers. I would also like to thank 
Graham Stewart and Philippa Trounce for assisting us with 
showmanship. Lastly, I would like to thank Amelia Griffin 
and Helen Henderson for organising and running the whole 
camp. 

I would recommend this camp to anybody who shows cows 
or would like to show cows or just has a genuine interest 
in cows. It was the highlight of my summer and it was 
so much fun getting to meet new people and learn new 
experiences.



A.I. Sires in Use:

Kaihere Gun Sizzle
SIRE: Production @ 5yrs old in 305 days:Kaihere Gun Metal
DAM:

K. GUN SIZZLE SONS:

Kaihere State Susu 7067
Litres Fat % Fat (kg) Protein % Protein (kg)

3.70 262 3.40 240
• Kaihere Summer A2A2, Sire Kaihere Milky Boy
• Kaihere Super Star, Sire Creighton Park Elmo

Cow Families:
Primrose, High Delights, Juellen, Fifi , Spider, Empress Musk, Gracious and Gin. 

• Kaihere Milky Boy A2 A2
• Kaihere Protector 

Stock for Sale
Visitors Welcome

Pedigree herd at 316 Eastport Road, Elstow 
Dry stock at 94 Ngutumanga Road, Waihou
Ian and Robyn Dibble, 7 Vogel place, Te Aroha 3320

Ian & Robyn Dibble and Family 
phone 07 8848 439
email iandibble@xtra.co.nz

• Creighton Park Elmo (Illawarra)
• Glencliff JP Jedi (Illawarra)

• Kaihere Rugby ET
• Kaihere Fire Star 



New Zealand and 
Overseas Genetics

In-calf heifers and calves 

FOR SALE

Visitors always 

welcome

Ross and Joanne Soffe
353 Croydon Rd, R D 24, Stratford 4394

cell phone Ross 027 696 4299   ph 06 762 8672

OLIVER WOODS BA BUTTA
Sire: Bekay Blitz Angelo
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Logan  |  027 426 5409  |  logankelly@hotmail.com  |  Kaitangata Farm, South Otago
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Freecall: 0800 357 164        www.geneticenterprises.co.nz

Montagna

Thompson

Illawarra Sires available

Jazzy, Exciting new bull from a Show Winning Family 

For more information, please contact your local Genetic Enterprises consultant, phone: 0800 357 164 or visit our website:  www.geneticenterprises.co.nz

Riversleigh Thompson 
Elmo x V Prince

Riversleigh Alston Montagna 
Elmo x DistrigeneGorbro Joans Jazzy 

Manu x Fradon Jet Red

WAIKATO BRANCH REPORT
Wendy Harker - President
Another year has gone and unfortunately there has not been a 
high level of activity for the Waikato Branch of the NZ Milking 
Shorthorn Association.  The effect of M.Bovis meant that there 
were no Dairy sections held at vast majority of A & P Shows.  
The Waikato A & P association held an on-farm competition 
which was very successful.  Four of our members competed 
in the Combined Breeds section with the Milking Shorthorns 
winning the yearling, Intermediate and Senior Champion.  
Westell Carbo Sammi won the Supreme of the Combined 
Sections.  She is sired by Oliver Woods Carbo  - a sire that has 
graduated from the NZ Milking Shorthorn Genetics programme.

It is looking like there is hope that the Dairy Sections will 
return to the shows in the future, just with added bio-security 
precautions.  The Waikato A & P Show will be again be holding 
an on-farm competition in October 2019.   At this stage they 
plan to go back to a full show in 2020.  This will depend on MPI 
and their policies around the control of M.Bovis.

In January Ian Dibble organised a great Fielday at Alexander 
Organics.  This is a fresh milk operation owned by Jesiah & Ellen 
Alexander with Milking Shorthorn cattle purchased from the 

Kaihere and Oliver Woods Studs.  It was great to hear all 
about their business and was lovely to see a herd of good 
conformation cows working well for them.  Thanks to Jesiah 
and Ellen for their great hospitality.

Unfortunately, we lost one of our greatest supporters of 
the branch this year with the passing of Ken Baker – Bekay 
Stud.   He was a passionate breeder of Milking Shorthorns 
and loved seeing them in the show ring.  He was especially 
pleased when they competed well in the All Breeds classes.  
His cattle have won two North Island Championships and 
several Championships at the NZ Dairy Event.  But most of 
all he loved the company and discussions to be had with 
fellow breeders. 

Finally, the branch would like to thank Ian Dibble for all his 
work with our Branch, we would be lost without him.  
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OTAGO/SOUTHLAND BRANCH REPORT

After our AGM meeting held on the 5th July 2018 at 
the Wyndham Pub, Secretary remained the same Teena 
Simmons of Lowburn Milking Shorthorns and President 
Nicola Muller Glenmoor Milking Shorthorn Stud.

Otago/Southland Milking Shorthorn Club enjoyed a Herd 
Walk at David and Paul Murphy’s Place at Invercargill on the 
16th December 2018 followed by a BBQ lunch. Cows were 
looking great on a sunny Southland day, enjoyed by all who 
attended. Thank you to David and Paul for their Hospitality.

On the 5th January 2019 Otago/Southland Milking 
Shorthorn Club were invited to join the Southland/Otago 
Jersey Breeders Club for a Xmas BBQ and Herd walk at 
Redford Easton’s Farm at Mandeville Gore. A day enjoyed 
by all.

Some of our Youth Members attended the National 
All Dairy Breeds Youth Camp, held at Tahora Farms 
Christchurch from the 7-10 Jan 2019. Great to see our 
young youth having ago and learning some great skills.

On the 12th Jan 2019, Southland All Breeds Herdsperson 
Day was held at Ken and Nancy Eade’s place at Gore. A 
lot of our youth members participated. Ken and Nancy 
provided the calves and heifers for the day. The children 
were allocated a semi-trained animal, which they were to 
lead, wash and prepare for a mini show. There were two 
classes Intermediate (Calves) 8-13 years old and Senior 
(Heifers) 14 to 21 years old. The children were judged on 
their handling skills. There was a total of 20 children who 
participated. Thank you, Ken, Nancy, Bruce and Amanda, 
for making this happen for the children. Also, a big thank 
you to the two Judges Peter Allison and Ray Dickie.

On the 17th Jan 2019, Otago/Southland Milking Shorthorn 
Ass held their on-Farm Competition. Thank you to Mark 
McDonald for judging. There was a total of 70 animals 
entered. Thank you to Ray Dickie from Semex for 
sponsoring Supreme Champion. Congratulations to Logan 
and Nicky Kelly for winning Supreme Champion.

From the 19th – 26th January 2019, some of our youth and 
adults combined with the Southland/Otago Jersey Breeders 
Club attended International Dairy Week at Tatura, Victoria, 
Australia. 4 1/2 days jammed packed watching youth challenges, 
youth show, coloured breeds show, Jersey show, Holstein show, 
seminars, two sales and a visit to a dairy farm. Temperatures 
reached a high of 46 degrees. Apart from the heat, we saw 
some cattle of very high standard, the two favourites being the 
Illawarra cattle and watching the Youth Challenges. An epic trip 
which was enjoyed by all. Well worth a look. A big thank you to 
Debbie Mercer for organizing a fantastic trip.

Just recently on the 3rd March 2019, Southland A & P held their 
on-farm show, celebrating 150 years. There was a total of 86 in 
milk cows plus young stock. A great support from the Milking 
Shorthorn Classes. Bronwyn Brown from Bronz Stud judged the 
Milking Shorthorns. Congratulation to the Simmons Family for 
winning Supreme Champion.

Planning for the Conference in Southland 2020 is well under way 
and we look forward to seeing you all down here in the deep 
south. Itinerary and dates will be out soon.
  
We have had quite an active year so far at the Otago/Southland 
Milking Shorthorn Club, we love encouraging the youth of our 
club because they are our future.

If anyone would like to know what our club has been up to, 
we have an online identity Facebook page: Otago/Southland 
Milking Shorthorns.

Herd Walk at David and Paul Murphy’s place

All Breeds Young Handlers Day at Ken and Nancy Eades place

International Dairy Week Australia, Line up of Illawarra In Milk Cows

Teena Simmons

Our Team of young breeders at the IDW
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CENTRAL DISTRICT BRANCH VISITS TARANAKI
Mike Treder

On a fine but brisk late June day a minibus full off CD members 
headed up country to visit Ross & Jo Soffe’s farm at Midhurst, it 
was an early start for some of us, although the bus was a tad late 
everyone was excited about the day ahead.

Zac our driver & Russell as our co-pilot got us safely to our 
destination, after a quick drink & a bite to eat, thanks Jo we 
were off to see the R2 heifers. Although the van was not 4WD 
it coped with driving along the farm tracks quite well. The farm 
is rolling with nice river terraces, the R2s looked a picture, well 
grown animals. Up the race we headed back up the race to see 
some of the cows, again the stock looked good on their break, 
with nice reds & some roans. On our way to lunch we stopped 
to look at the R1s at the runoff just up the road. The calves were 
inquisitive as they are, there were some exceptional looking 
animals in the mob, which bodes well for the future. All of the 
animals seen were of excellent quality, they are a credit to Ross 
& Jo’s  hard work in improving the breed.

After Zac’s 20 point turn we headed to lunch at the Midhurst 
Tavern, where we had a fantastic meal. We presented Ross with 
a voucher for judging our On Farm Competition, after about an 
hour we said our goodbyes and headed to our next destination, 
Cliff Shearer’s farm at Normanby. Cliff’s herd of Jerseys are the 
highest producing in the country. The farm is 8ha and milks 30 
cows, and he winter milks as well. Also a point of interest is he 
line breeds his herd of Jerseys, When he started line breeding 
he found out that his line bred cows were out preforming his 
high BW cows so stuck with it, they have produced a record 

of 701 kgs milk solids. He feeds his cows a lot of meal & 
baleage to achieve this result. His cows were of medium 
sized, with good udders. Up at his leased runoff just around 
the corner where his spring calving mob, of which one 
had just calved, they were looking good, Cliff knew all the 
details of the individual cows, breeding & production. He 
was a very interesting man to chat to, Cliff pointed out 
that he used to milk Shorthorns and knew a lot of the old 
breeders, but they used to boss his beloved Jerseys around 
so got rid of them, what a pity he’s not milking any now.

Also we were given a brief history lesson on the local 
district, about the Waihi Redoubt, local cemetery and 
the local Maori Land Wars of the 1860-1870s, it was very 
interesting to hear about of the history of the Taranaki 
Land Wars, but I felt as others did, disappointed in the 
fact that we didn’t know much about the NZ lands wars in 
general, maybe we can all learn about New Zealand’s past, 
I challenge you all.

Everyone was a bit tired, it had been a long day traveling 
around the Taranaki, but we had all enjoyed the day, 
where’s the next one?

Central Districts Milking Shorthorn branch visited Ross & Jo Soffe in Taranaki.

Checking out the Oliver Woods herd owned by the Soffes
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CENTRAL DISTRICTS BRANCH REPORT

Here in the CD it has been another full on year, it all 
started with a field day to rural Woodville, first farm was 
Noel Cummingham’s (Woodvale), then onto Justin Rivers 
(Braeside). All the stock seen were of good quality, Noel 
had some good producing Northbrook Bishop cows, Justin 
had some nice producing cows, plus some nice heifers from 
Northbrook Murdoch, hope they milk well.

Next was the On Farm Competition in Feb, which was 
judged over two days, the first day started at Norm Atkins 
(Edenmore) in Makotuku  north of Dannevirke, then down 
SH2 through the Tararua region on to Featherston to see 
Selwyn Donald’s (Arran) entry, then back to David’s for the 
night. The next day was a tour around the Manawatu, in all 
11 farms entered this years competition. A big thanks to 
Ross Soffe for taking time out to Judge our stock.

The Central Districts Field days held in March were again 
a great success, we had a lot of enquires about the breed, 
this is our window to the commercial farmers. Thanks to 
the Taranaki crew (Ross & Jo) for their help in running the 
event.

We held the National conference in April, we hope that 
everyone enjoyed it. See related article.

Mike Treder
Our AGM was held at Paul & Jennifer’s place, we thank them 
for their kind hospitality. Status Quo on the elections, David 
President, Mike Secretary, Paul  Patron & Jason Publicity Officer.

In June a group of us took a minivan up to the Taranaki to see 
Ross & Jo Soffe’s (Oliver Woods) herd at Midhurst then on to 
Cliff Shearers high performing Jersey herd down the road at 
Normanby, a great day out.

Our end of year dinner was held at the Bunnythorpe Pub, this 
was well attended, we also held our production awards on this 
night.

 We had a new event in early August, Catch Up Friday, the 
Eastern side had a catch up at the Tui Brewery and the Western 
side at the Bunnythorpe Pub, both venues had good numbers 
attending.

Lastly we would like to congratulate Johanna Wood for her 
appointment as President of New Zealand Football & her 
role on the FIFA council representing the Oceania Football 
Confederation.

Also Russell Tocker was elected to the International Red Dairy 
Breeds Federation Board Congratulations.
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WILMINGTONS LINK TO SUNNY VIEW

Sunny View May 25 – Champion cow at Brisbane 1972. Every 
year of her life she had been to Brisbane and won every year 
until 1973 when she came 2nd. Purchased by Wilmington 
and proved very successful in 1974 she was Senior Milk 
Champion, also Reserve Butterfat cow. In 1975 she was made 
Reserve Champion cow behind Wilmington Plum. She is dam 
of Wilmington May’s Principal who has the unique honour of 
being Champion Bull at 5 different Royal Shows, Toowoomba, 
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide.

Sunny View cows did extremely well for us, none more so than 
Sunny View Little rincess 85, winning champion Butterfat and 
Senior Milk Champion at Brisbane in 1978, also champion 
butterfat cow at Toowoomba one year. Sunny View Empress 42 
was a great dairy cow, very high lifetime production, but also 
winning Champion Butterfat cow at Brisbane setting new record 
figures.
More Notes on Sunny View

Sunny View Miss Myrtle 2, ex Yarranvale Myrtle 3, a full siter to 
Yarranvale Trenton. We purchased her at Telemon Dispersal at 
Beaudesert. The first Sunni View cow at Wilmington. She was a 
very good cow for us, winning several country show champions. 
She also won class for greatest quantity milk at Toowoomba 
Show. At the same sale we purchased Sunny View Evelyn. She 
was a daughter of Yarranvale Trenton.

Sunny View Dispersal Sale in 1973 was certainly one of the 
momentous event in my time in illawarras. The press reported 
attendance at 2000, such was the hype generated by this herd. 
All roads led to Sunny View. Graham and I went up to inspect 
a week prior to sale, with a top price budget of $2000 in mind. 
The two cows above, Little Princess 85 was springing nicely, 
and looking extremely well, and we decided if we had to that 
would be our $2000 cow, which is what we paid for ¬her, but 
the bonus heifer calf born the previous day did not go with her. 
We have no regrets. Stan phillips suggested that if we wanted 
a good milking competition cow look at Empress 42. She was 
not show cow, even though her dam, Yarranvale Empress 13 had 
been Champion cow at Brisbane. There was not a lazy bone in 
her frame. I wanted an Empress cow, and 42 was as close as we 
could get to Yarranvale. We also purchased SV Empres 44 who I 
had admired at Brisbane winning her in-milk class there 3 times.
Sunny view Thelma 84, was a good producer and in our show 
team a number of years, she left us 2 daughters that were both 
2nd in milk classes at Brisbane 1978.

Sunny View Glorious 17, was placed 2nd aged cow in milk, 1st 
best udder, Seniour Champion Milk producer at Brisbane in 
1975.

At Sunny View we purchased above average cows well below 
the sale average. These cows probably averaged 5 – 6 years 
of age bu all of them had plenty of life left in them. When we 
mover to Riverina in 1981 we still had Little Princes and Empres 
42, so we had 8 good years out of them. We then sent them to 
Jondene not wanting to dip them 3 times and travel them south. 
I still firmly believe that mature cows were far better value than 
say 1st and 2nd calving lots. I am confident result since Sunny 
View Sale wil endorse this.

THE HISTORY OF WILMINGTON
PART TWO

All my life at Auction Sales I usually sit in the crowd, and 
if any sale lot has the breeding I like, and the price is right 
I bought her. A SUGGESTION FOR YOUNG BREEDERS: I 
found consistently that the best value sale lots at auction 
were stale first calf heifers who often sold for less than 
yearlings. Think of it – a stale first calver you usually know 
how he milks, how good her udder is, she is back in calf. 
Take her home and settle her into your farm and she back 
freshly calved in a few months.

TABBAGONG WORKED WELL AT WILMINGTON

A well-known Illawarra breeder once told me, “never worry 
about blending Yarranvale and Tabbagong bloodlines”. My 
own study of pedigrees confirmed this. After the Glenlawn 
Dispersal Sale Graham and I went down to NSW South 
Coast to inspect 6 heifers Alan Richardson had picked 
out for us. We were happy so the Tabbagong/Wilmington 
blend began. Four of these heifers, Dove 28, Jean 44 (she 
gave us our Joan Family), Beauty 313, Gracie 177 all joined 
our show team with success, although soon after winning 
4-5 years in milk at Brisbane and 2nd best udder Dove died 
win a cancer problem. It was the progeny of these cows 
that impressed. The other two, Scarlet 50 and Virgin 47 
excelled in production.

Tabbagong Virgin 63 Ex3E was a great cow, as a 4yr old she 
won Reserve Cow at Brisbane 1977. At a Gympie Feature 
show, she was Champion B/fat and milk. She was Champion 
Illawarra cow at our first Melbourne Show, followed by 
Reserve Champion twice at Adelaide. An ideal dairy cow, 
she calved every year for 12 lactations. 

I regard the Tabbagong Beauty family as one of the best 
in the breed, more so because so many bulls from the 
Beauty family did so well. Tabbagong Redpath came to 
Wilmington at 12 months of age. He was not the answer 
to everything, but did well in most areas. He was an udder 
improver, and his type rating confirm this. He left medium 
sized cows, some were a little slow in milking speed, and 
he lowered butterfat test, although improved milk flow. 
However, I checked up his database information. He had 
registered daughters in 163 herds. One year he had 4 
different daughters win their Royal Show Champion cow 
award. After we found out he was good he went to Wacol, 
when that semen sold he went to be collected again.

ONE OF OUR GREATEST COWS – WILMINGTON 
CHOICE 3

One of our best in every respect, her 1st calf was 2yr 4mths, 
her ninth calf was at 10yr 4 mths. Can’t get more consistent 
than that. She did have a spell after 9th Lactaction. Had a 
lifetime production of 4199kg butterfat. As a 5yr old she 
produced 11,004 lt milk 521kg b/f, creating a new state 
Mature record for 300 days. Her dam, Bantry Choice 14 
came from the Bantry Dispersal Sale in mid 1960’s.

W Choice 3 won aged dry class in Brisbane, also 3rd on 
another occasion. I will not claim her as our best cow ever, 
but as she was out first “great” cow she will always be up 
with them.
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APPRECIATION
Illawarras have given me a memorable journey, so many 
great moments. Each Supreme Champion cow award is 
always a great moment. I always considered Melborne 
would be the hardest win. I remember that judging quite 
vividly. After all the judges had handed in their cards, our 
Illawarra judge came over to me and whispered “I think 
you will get this”. I consider the Feature Show at Brisbane, 
1978 as the most memorable show for me. 240+ head 
entered from 26 exhibitors. We knew we had a handy team, 
but with Dr Fred Foremen from USA judging no one really 
knew what to expect.

We had an extremely successful day, dominating the 8 in 
milk class, winning several and no lower than 2nd in any 
in-milk class. It was the quality of Dr Foreman comments 
that had the attention of exhibitors and spectators. In 
commenting cows could be back in the shed but he could 
still comment accurately on them. I had regarded most 
American judges I had heard comment like switching on a 
tape recorder, some comments fitted, but others did not in 
my opinion.

Illawarra judging has sent me on overseas travel, the Royal 
Show of England being the highlight. Judging Milking 
Shorthorn can be a little different, but I was somewhat 
relieved when my champion cow was also champion the 
previous year.

I spent 19 years prior to 2010 as chief breed classifier which 
I really enjoyed. For nearly 30 years I have been on Federal 
Council or Board as it is now known, the last 5 years or so 
as Treasurer.

Reproduced Courtesy
Illawarra Australia Website
www.illawarraaust.co.au

The full article is available on our website
www.nzmilkingshorthorn.nz
or see Issue #40 for part one

By Mrs Betty Ledger
Supplied by Zac Tocker

CLUB BANNERS

JUNIOR MEMBERSHIPS

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS

+

FREE

NZ Milking Shorthorn banners are a perfect 
setup to be noticed. You can spot them at dairy 
events, our Annual Conference, A&P Shows, 
IRDBF events and more. 

We are now offering the opportunity for clubs 
to purchase the same pull up banners for club 
events and meetings etc.

If your local club is interested in one of these 
signs, contact the office to place your order:

info@nzmilkingshorthorn.nz
07 856 0816

In 2018 a new Junior membership was added 
for members up to the age of 18.  Under this 

membership, junior members may register animals, 
but will have no voting rights in the parent body.  
The price of this membership is $30 + GST per 

annum.  Please contact Robyn at the office if you 
would like to sign up any of your children to this 

new membership

Limited time
Conditions apply

Contact the office for more info. 
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ADVERTISERS PHOTO COMPETITION RULES
IFC
IBC
BC 
18
18
31
31
33
34
34
35
36
39

Westell - David & Wendy Harker
Milking Shorthorn - Semex Bulls

Milking Shorthorn - Part of your Future
Semex

Lowburn Milking Shorthorns
Waikato Milking Shorthorn Branch

Central Districts Milking Shorthorns
Kaihere Milking Shorthorn s

Oliver Woods Milking Shorthorns
Tiakitahuna Milking Shorthorns

Burness Milking Shorthorns
Genetic Enterprises

International Red Dairy Breeds Federation

1. The Photograph Competition to be held in 
conjuction with the Annual Conference

2. The Branch hosting the conference to organise 
the competition.

3. Entries to be in the hands of the organisers up to 
two hours before the judging and can be mailed 
or delivered to the organisers.

4. Entry fees to be set by the Board of the NZMSA 
and these to be paid at time of entry (entry fee is 
$2 per photograph).

5. The conference program is to include the closing 
time and classes to be judged.

6. The judge to be appointed by the organisers and 
may be a judge of any breed.

7. The competition to consist of the following 
classes: 
 
A) Mature Cow, 4 years and over 
B) Cow, 3 years old 
C) Heifer, 2 years old 
D) Heifer, 1 year old 
E) Heifer Calf 
F) Bull, one year or under 
G) Bull, two years and over 
H) Herd Scene 
I) Special Class, for photographs depicting a   
 Milking Shorthorn activity or personality  
 (Novelty, fun or social) 

8. Animals in individual photographs to be 
registered or eligible for registration.

9. Photographs which have won first or second 
prize in a previous competition are ineligible for 
from further competition. A photograph of the 
same animal can be resubmitted if in a different 
photograph. Present season photographs are 
preferred.

10. The quality of the animal is to be judged as 
well as the whole photograph being taken into 
consideration.

11. The name and the age of the animal is to be 
shown on the back of the photograph and 
the photographs submitted can be used for 
promotion by the NZMSA.

FEES AND MEMBERSHIPS
$150.00

$60.00

$1000.00

$30.00

$5.75

$8.63

$11.50

$345.00
$201.25
$207.00
$115.00

Full Membership
(Herd book & Unlimited Registrations)

Associate Membership
(Up to  5 Registrations)

Life Membership
(Herd book & Unlimited Registrations)

Junior Membership
(Up to 18 Years Old, May Register 
Animals, No Voting Rights)

Registrations
(Female Up to 1 Year Old)

Registrations
(Female 1 Year Old and Over)

Registrations
(Bulls)

Advertisements
Full page colour
Half page colour
Full page B&W
Half page B&W

All prices include GST

DISCLAIMER
Statements made by contributors to the Magazine or views expressed by writers of 

letters to the NZMSA Magazine are not necessarily those of the New Zealand Milking 

Shorthorn Association.

NORTHBROOK

AB CODE: 519540
Foske x Orraryd x Baxter Unproven Bull

����

VIEW FULL DETAILS IN THE SEMEX ALL BREEDS 
SIRE CATALOGUE 2019

A2A2

BRECON

AB CODE: 518541
Egmont x Duncan x Ranui Unproven Bull

������������

BRECON

AB CODE: 519541
Egmont x Turbo x Casanova Unproven Bull

��������

BRECON MAHE S0S

AB CODE: 513555
Motroen x Astronaut x Saul

PROVEN BULL

����

BRECON MAHE ZOE

BRECON KAIKOURA
NORTHBROOK NOAH

BRECON WHITE KNIGHT
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